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P.O. Box 21 
Avalon, NJ 08202-0021 

 
www.AHLOA.com 

609.796.2491 

 

Monthly Membership Meeting – September 14, 2019 
Senior Center, Avalon 

OFFICERS: 

President 
  Chuck O’Hara (1) 

Vice Presidents 
 Lynn Cruser (1) 
 Ben Simone (1) 

Vice President, Programs 
  Joe Reese (1) 

Treasurer 
 John Bell (1) 

Secretary 
  Tony Newshel (1) 
 
 

TRUSTEES: 
1-year term ending 2020: 
  Joe Dvorak (1) 
  Jack Keenan (1) 
  Mike Matt 
  Brian Reynolds (1) 
  Jim Thatcher 
 
2-year term ending 2021: 
 Marty Kindsvatter 
 Anne Oberg 
 Christine Oxenberg 
 Frank Short 
 Trey White 
 
3-year term ending 2022: 
 Monica Coskey 
 John Cuthbert 
 Wayne Popowski (1) 
 Ramona Sanabria 
 Toni Simone 
 
 
(1)  Executive Committee 

 

 
Officers and Trustees Present:  John Bell, Lynn Cruser, Joe Dvorak, Jack 
Keenan, Tony Newshel, Chuck O’Hara, Christine Oxenberg, Wayne 
Popowski, Joe Reese, Brian Reynolds, Ben Simone, Toni Simone, Jim 
Thatcher  
 

Absent: Mickey Coskey, John Cuthbert, Marty Kindsvatter, Mike Matt, Ann 
Oberg, Ramona Sanabria, Frank Short, Trey White 
 
Call To Order: By President Chuck O’Hara at 9:58 a.m. starting with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Guest Speaker: Jack Vizzard from Berkshire Hathaway Fox & Roach was the 
guest speaker who began his presentation at 10:00 a.m.  Jack covered sales 
and rental statistics in the Avalon real estate market for the last two years 
and answered numerous questions from the membership in attendance.  
Highlights addressed the continued reduction in available rental 
properties, percentage of cash sales versus conventional and non-
conventional mortgage financing, plans for the recently demolished Jack’s 
Place land, and property values relative to proximity to beach and bayfront.  
Jack’s presentation is available on the AHLOA website under the 
September Monthly Membership Meeting. 
 
Minutes Approval: Chuck asked for comments and/or corrections to the 
Membership Meeting minutes for July 13, 2019 and August 10, 2019 (the 
Annual Membership Meeting).  There being no comments or corrections, 
Chuck proposed approval of both sets of minutes, approved by Joe Dvorak, 
2nd by Christine Oxenberg, and unanimously approved by the Trustees in 
attendance. 
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Treasurers Report: At 10:28 a.m., John Bell noted that the last fiscal year closed on August 31st with total 
revenue of $30,741, total expenses of $29,137, resulting in net income of $1,604, with a bank account 
cash balance of $36,789.   John noted that the standard year-ending audit will once again be performed 
by Jim Craft, Avalon Borough Director of Revenue and Finance. The final audited AHLOA financial report 
for FY ending August 31, 2019 is anticipated in November. 
 
FY 2019-2020 Budget: At 10:29 a.m., Chuck solicited questions or comments concerning  the FY 2019-
2020 budget prepared by the Executive Committee on August 7th and distributed to all Trustees newly 
elected at the  August Annual Membership Meeting.  There being no comments or questions, Chuck 
proposed approval of the fiscal year 2019-2020 budget as distributed – approximately $3,000 less than 
the prior year due to planned Communications expense improvements.  The motion was approved by Jim 
Thatcher, 2nd by Tony Newshel, and unanimously approved by the Trustees in attendance, which 
constituted a quorum as required under the current AHLOA By-Laws. 
 
Correspondence: At 10:30 a.m., Chuck acknowledged a letter received form the Diller Home thanking 
AHLOA for the contribution made in recognition for Chuck Covington’s many years of service to Avalon, 
the Borough, and to the Diller Home. 
 
Borough Council: At 10:31 a.m., Jack Keenan and Chuck provided highlights from the last five Borough 
Council meetings.  Highlights included: 
 

• The 8th Street Jetty, badly damaged by Tropical Storm Jonas in 2017, remains unstable and needs 
repair.  Avalon received a letter from FEMA on July 10th reporting that there will be $4.3 million 
available for repair of the Jetty.  At the September 11th Council meeting, a resolution was 
approved to authorize Mott MacDonald to provide the design, prepare plans and specifications, 
and to  advertise for bids to complete the repairs.  The amount approved for planning and 
specifications was a lump-sum fee of $195,000.  This step is being taken in order to meet the 
timing requirements of FEMA. 

• Discussion of bids issued for work on the 21st Street bulkhead and reconstruction of 47th Street 

• Discussion of potential deed restriction release for 35 W 16th Street.  A waiver of the two-story 
limit is being considered. 

• Issuance of a grace period for the payment of 3rd quarter 2019 property taxes due to late mailing 
of the tax bills 

• Avalon Police Department’s recently received accreditation from the NJ Police Chief’s Association 
with 100% compliance, placing it in the top 1% of New Jersey Police departments 

• Borough retention of its AAA bond rating 

• Summary of Borough projects underway for the 8th Street Jetty, North End Flooding, and 
repair/repaving projects under review for 42nd, 49th and 61st Streets 

• Decline by the Borough to live-stream its meetings due to lack of interest and estimated cost 

• Approval of the hydraulic beach replenishment project for approximately 430,000 cubic feet of 
sand to begin in October or November of this year.  (Secretary’s Note: Detailed information is 
available on the AHLOA and Borough websites.) 
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Thank You Jack Keenan:  At 10:43 a.m., Chuck presented a plaque with ceremonial gavel as a thank you 
to Jack Keenan for his past 2-years of service as AHLOA President.  (Secretary’s Note: Jack remains an 
AHLOA trustee and will continue to chair the Borough Council Committee filling in for John Cuthbert). 
 
Planning and Zoning:  At 10:44 a.m., Joe Dvorak provided an update for Planning and Zoning.  At the 
September 10th meeting, the Planning and Zoning Board heard three applications: 

• An appeal by Mr. Keith Hontz to continue to use his mother’s home on 54th Street, not as a 
business, but to administer his “Seven Mile Free Ride” service.  The location is used to store, 
dispatch and electrically charge eco-friendly golf carts.  Mr. Hontz testified that: (i) he has no 
employees since his drivers are volunteers accepting only tips; (ii) the only thing stored at the 
house are service cards and promotional items from sponsors, and; (iii) the service was neither a 
home occupation nor business activity and was the same as a tradesman parking his business van 
at his house when not at work.  Local residents presented opposing views regarding: (i) excessive 
vehicle activity between late afternoon and 2:00 a.m.; (ii) disturbing neon advertising lights on 
the golf carts; (iii) loud conversation by drivers mingling outside when not actively driving; (iv) 
excessive noise from drivers when finishing their late-night shift.  The Board upheld the Zoning 
Officer’s decision, and the appeal was denied. 

• An appeal of a decision by the Zoning Officer brought by the Estate of Emma Conti seeking a sub-
division and C1 variance for a property at 178 38th Street.  After much discussion concerning the 
history of the property, its sub-divisions among co-owners, the proposed merger of two 20-foot 
sub-divisions, court decisions regarding the automatic merger of adjacent non-conforming 
properties, C1 and C2 variance relief criteria, and counterarguments from neighbors, the Board 
voted 5 to 3 not to grant the variance relief.  The applicant then suggested that the issue on appeal 
be heard at the October 8th meeting, and in view of the lateness of the hour, the Board was happy 
to do so.  

• An application for a rear yard setback variance at 6238 Ocean Drive.  The lot with 100-foot 
frontage on Ocean Drive is very shallow and is abutted by two driveways.  The shape and 
dimension of the property was  the result of a 1978 sub-division of a larger parcel on which the 
present building is situated, at the time adhering to then existing zoning regulations.  Changes to 
the zoning ordinances in 2002 and 2008 rendered the current structure nonconforming with 
respect to side and rear yard setbacks, roof-top deck and parking spaces.  Although the applicant 
proposes demolition of the current building and construction of a replacement building that 
would meet current requirements for front- and side-yard setbacks, parking and roof-top 
deck.  However, in view of the excessively shallow depth of the lot, the applicant seeks a rear-
yard setback of 9 feet, which is less than that now required.  The Applicant’s position is that the 
unique character of the property gives rise to an undue hardship which justifies the granting of 
the variance.  The variance was opposed by a neighbor on the grounds that when the applicant 
bought the property, he knew or should have known of the problems associated with the 
property, and therefore, the owner created the hardship.  The decision of the Board was to deny 
the granting of a variance. 
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Environment:  At 10:53 a.m., Brian Reynolds announced the annual Dune Grass Planting scheduled for 
Saturday, October 26th at 8:30 a.m., with rain date of Sunday, October 27th.  More information is available   
at AvalonRecreation.org or call 609.967.3066. 
 
Library:  At 10:54 a.m., Jim Thatcher conveyed the following Avalon Library highlights:  

• 292 patrons (74 adults, 17 teens, and 201 kids) signed up for the summer reading program in 
2019, an increase of 36% versus the prior year 

• 500+ patrons attended the Amor Towles author event.  The library is seeking suggestions for 
authors to participate in 2020. 

• October highlights include: (i) Great Decisions discussion of foreign policy returns Thursday 
evenings; (ii) new release film showings resume the 2nd Tuesday of each month, and; (iii) 50 other 
programs will be offered October through January as listed in the soon-to-be-released program 
guide available on the Library website. 

 
Board of Education (BoE):  At 10:55 a.m., Chuck presented the highlights from the August 21st BoE meeting 
including: (i) a preliminary 75-minute executive session; (ii) new school bus into service; (iii) approval of 
the 2018/2019 Self-Assessment and Chief School Administrator Evaluation; (iv) approval of the 2019/2020 
school-wide curriculum, substitute list, Improvement Panel, and new teachers for Spanish, gym, and 3rd 
and 4th grade math.  The next BoE meeting is September 18th, 

 
Communications:  At 10:57 a.m., Tony Newshel discussed website and Facebook statistics for the last 30 
days (approximately 500 visitors and almost 1,000 web page views), the upcoming quarterly Newsletter 
(scheduled for distribution the 1st week in October), plans to support AHLOA membership renewal and 
payment on-line at the AHLOA website (starting in January), and the need for more active participation of 
periodic contributors/editors for website, Facebook and Newsletter postings.  Chuck reiterated the 
request for additional volunteers to help with aspects of AHLOA communications, especially the quarterly 
Newsletter.  Potential volunteers should reach out to Chuck or Tony. 
 

Public Relations:  At 11:01 a.m., Ben Simone highlighted the purpose of the 1-year old PR Committee and 
noted the current AHLOA membership enrollment of approximately 1,500.  Ben followed the same theme 
noted by Tony and Chuck requesting additional participation from interested members on the various 
AHLOA committees.  Anyone wishing to help in any way can contact AHLOA either directly to any trustee 
or by visiting the AHLOA.com website.  (Secretary’s Note: Volunteers can also call us at 609.796.2491 and 
leave a voice mail with their phone number and areas of interest.) 

  
Monthly Guest Speakers:  At 11:04 a.m., Joe Reese noted that the guest speaker at the October 12th 
monthly meeting will be Chuck McDonnell, Director of the Avalon Recreation Department.  Chuck O’Hara 
also mentioned that the November and December guest speakers will be a director from the Marine 
Mammal Stranding Center in Brigantine and Scott Wahl, Avalon Borough Business Manager (respectively). 
 
Old and New Business:  At 11:05 a.m., Chuck solicited any Old or New Business from the officers , trustees 
and membership in attendance; there was no submission.  Chuck briefly requested that members consider 
donating a used bicycle to be refurbished by Public Works and sold at next year’s auction.  The tandem 
bike donated this past year raised $750 to be used exclusively to promote our bike safety initiatives.   
 

https://www.avalonrecreation.org/
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Motion: A motion to adjourn was raised by Chuck at 11:06 a.m., approved by Brian Reynolds, 2nd by Lynn 
Cruser, and unanimously approved. 
 

Adjourn: At 11:06 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Anthony F. (Tony) Newshel 
Secretary 
 
 
Note: Next Monthly Membership meeting is scheduled for Columbus Day weekend, Saturday, October 
12, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in the Senior Center. 

 
 
 


