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Message From the President 

A very informative Annual Meeting was held in 
August.  In this issue of the AHLOA Newsletter, you 
will learn what has been accomplished in the 
Borough during the last year and the near-term 
future plans.  During our Annual Meeting, we 
recognized two officers who have served AHLOA 
and its members for many years, Jim Thatcher (2nd 
VP) and Brian Reynolds (Secretary).  Their 
leadership as AHLOA officers will be missed.  
However, I am pleased that both Jim and Brian 
have agreed to serve as trustees where they will 
continue to provide their invaluable insight.  I also 
want to recognize Jack Keenan, our outgoing 
President.  During his tenure, AHLOA conducted a 
successful membership drive, revamped its 
website, increased AHLOA’s Facebook presence 
and worked with the Borough to enhance the 
summer construction ordinances.  Thank you, Jack! 
 And like Jim and Brian, Jack has agreed to remain 
active in AHLOA as a trustee. 
 
As we enter the off-season, it is an exciting time as 
infrastructure improvements will be occurring 
throughout the Borough to prepare for the 2020 
summer season.  In mid-September, The Army Corp 
of Engineers’ Philadelphia District awarded a 
contract to Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company 
for approximately 425,000 cubic yards of sand for 
beach replenishment from the north end jetty to 
approximately 19th street.  Borough Council has 
authorized Mott McDonald to provide design and 
preparation plans, specifications and advertising for 

bids for the improvements to the 8th Street Jetty.  
South Jersey Gas will complete the resiliency 
project (and our streets and bike lanes will return 
to normal).  
 
AHLOA will continue to represent you, the Avalon 
property owners.  Our goals are to: 

• Keep members informed on key 

infrastructure projects and major Borough 

activities;  

• Maintain a vibrant working relationship 

with the Borough, and; 

• Be “Your Community Connection” to all 

items of interest to property owners. 

Just because we are in the early stages of the off-
season, do not be a stranger to Avalon and AHLOA. 
 We have some very informative meetings planned 
for the 2nd Saturday each month at the Senior 
Center.  Please review the attached calendar which 
lists our speakers as well as other Borough 
activities that may be of interest to you when you 
are in town. 
 
AHLOA is available to represent you, our members 
on all issues that are important to you!  If there is 
information that we are not providing, let us know. 
 Your officers and trustees are here to assist you in 
any way possible. 
 
Chuck O’Hara 
President 
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Your New AHLOA Officers and Trustees 

At the Annual Meeting held on Saturday, August 
10th, the following list of officers and trustees were 
elected based on the unanimous vote of the AHLOA 
members in attendance: 

 
OFFICERS 

President: Chuck O’Hara  
1st Vice President: Ben Simone 
2nd Vice President: Lynn Cruser  
Vice President of Programs: Joe Reese  
Treasurer: John Bell  
Secretary: Tony Newshel  

 
TRUSTEES  

1-year term ending in 2020: Joseph Dvorak, 
Jack Keenan, Mike Matt, Brian Reynolds, Jim 
Thatcher  
 
2-year term ending in 2021: Marty Kindsvatter, 
Anne Oberg, Christine Oxenberg, Frank Short, 
Trey White 
  
3-year term ending in 2022: Monica Coskey, 
John Cuthbert, Wayne Popowski, Ramona 
Sanabria, Toni Simone  

 
We look forward to serving the interests of our 
members for fiscal year 2020.  Please let us know 
your ideas for how we can best fulfill our mission as 
“Your Community Connection”.  Come say hello 
and introduce yourself at one of the monthly 
meetings (4th quarter 2019 schedule on page 4). 
 
 

Highlights from Annual AHLOA Meeting 

The August 10th AHLOA Annual Membership 
Meeting was held as usual in Community Hall.  
The agenda was packed full of valuable 
information concerning highlights from the past 
year and what property owners can anticipate in 
the upcoming 12-24 months. Approximately 320 
people attended the 2-hour event — the largest 
turnout in recent years. 

The major topics covered at the meeting 
included: 

• Mayor Martin Pagliughi’s “State of the 
Borough” 

• A presentation from Stephen Rochette 
of the US Army Core of Engineers 
concerning major activities including an 
upcoming hydraulic beach fill starting 
late this year 

• The previously noted election of AHLOA 
officers and trustees 

Major highlights within the preceding 
presentations include: 

• No increase in the tax, water/sewer or 
beach tag rate for 2019 

• Avalon’s 19.9 cent municipal tax rate is 
the lowest of any developed community 
in NJ 

• Capital improvement projects included 
emergency dredging, construction of 
Surfside Park, SJ Gas improvements, 
repaving of several streets, continuation 
of the North-End drainage improvement 
study, and numerous environmental 
initiatives 

• Back-passing of 55,000 cubic yards of 
sand was completed by Public Works in 
the spring of 2018 

• A large, hydraulic beach fill which will 
occur with USACO/NJDEP participation 
in late fall and winter of 2019/2020 to 
restore a minimum of 450,000 cubic 
yards of sand. Contract award is planned 
for late September, with actual 
construction to occur throughout the 
fall and winter. The effort will be funded 
65% federal, 26.25% state, and 8.75% 
municipal. 

• New construction rules and regulations 
went into effect May 2019 with 
provisions for shorter construction 
days/hours, stop work order provisions, 
and controls over street parking. 
Statistics through July 31st are included 
in the Mayor’s presentation above. 

• Starting in Oct/Nov, the Ingrams 
Thorofare Bridge on Avalon Boulevard 
will be re-decked with only one lane of 
traffic at all times (controlled by a 
signal) 

The minutes from the meeting, speaker 
presentations, and photos can be viewed on our 
website:https://ahloa.com/did-you-
know/2019/08/1010/annual-meeting 

 
 

South Jersey Gas Resiliency Project 

By the time you read this Newsletter,  South Jersey 
Gas’ contractor, Lantier Construction, will have 
restarted a project that began in the spring with 
the installation of the Excess Flow Valves (EFV’s) 
that provide property safety during emergencies 
including extreme flooding events.  An additional 
100 properties will be affected by this project 
during the fall of 2019, and notification from the 
utility to the affected customers will be provided 
directly.  Final full- and half-width street paving for 
the work that was done in the Spring of 2019 will 
likely begin in late October, with all final paving 
targeted to complete by Thanksgiving Weekend, 
2019. 
 

https://ahloa.com/did-you-know/2019/08/1010/annual-meeting
https://ahloa.com/did-you-know/2019/08/1010/annual-meeting
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There are an additional 400 new EFV’s that must be 
installed during the fall at properties throughout 
the Borough.  Again, the utility will contact 
individual property owners who are affected.  
South Jersey Gas will also physically be in Avalon on 
select Saturdays in the fall in an attempt to contact 
property owners who may be in person at their 
residence.  The final paving for streets with these 
affected properties (half width or full width) will be 
completed before Mother’s Day weekend, 2020. 
 
Please see the Borough’s website for more 
information and any schedule changes. 
 
 

AHLOA at National Night Out 

AHLOA once again had a Bike Safety table at 
National Night out on August 6th at Surfside Park.  
Bike safety is one of our on-going key initiatives, 
and we use National Night out to bring bike safety 
to the kids.  We feature fun bike safety questions 
and award bike prizes for the right answers, which 
we sometimes help answer one-on-one as we try to 
educate the young riders.  We also have popcorn 
and candy for everyone.  This event is a great way 
to get the kids thinking about the biking rules of the 
road.   It was a beautiful evening, there was an 
amazing crowd this year, and fun was had by all.  
Look for this annual event next August and bring 
your kids!   

 
 
Annual Dune Grass Planting 

The annual Dune Grass Planting event, 
rescheduled from the previously planned April 
27th date, will be held starting at 8:30 am on 
Saturday, October 26th.  Advance registration is 
required.  Volunteers should report to 
Community Hall.  Lunch is provided following 
the event. For more information visit 
AvalonRecreation.org or call 609.967.3066. 

 
 
January 2020 AHLOA Membership Renewal 

In early January 2020, we will be mailing your 
annual AHLOA membership renewal package.  This 
year we will be sending all AHLOA membership 
information we have on file for you.  We are 
requesting your help in updating any outdated 
information, supplying missing data, and to ensure 
we have your Avalon property address(es) property 
recorded.  We need your help in keeping e-mail and 
mailing addresses up to date at all times so we can 
better service you, our members. 
 
This year, we will also be instituting optional 
payment of your annual $20.00 dues via our 
AHLOA.com website.  If you do not need to correct 
any outdated membership data, payment on-line 
will be your easiest means to keep your 
membership privileges up to date.  More to come 
in a special mailing to be delivered in early January. 
 
 

Public Relations Committee Update 

Congratulations to President Chuck O’Hara and the 
newly elected AHLOA officers and trustees.  
  
The PR Committee’s mission is to increase 
awareness of AHLOA activities to our members and 
the overall Avalon community.  We are pleased 
with the favorable response from our membership 
to our improved website, Facebook page and 
quarterly newsletter delivered via e-mail and postal 
service delivery.  The word is getting out.  As a 
result, AHLOA, your association, is now 1500 
members strong.  We have significant momentum 
which has created opportunity to more fully enlist 
the diverse talents of our membership to further 
our cause and better service your needs.  We can 
use help with our website and Facebook posts, and 
any brief items of general interest which may be 
suitable for distribution as newsletter articles.  If 
you are willing to periodically play a role as an 
AHLOA “freelance writer” and author items of 
importance and interest to your fellow members, 
we can use your help! 
  
After a brief orientation, your interest and talent 
can be matched to your available time 
commitment.  As you know, our activities occur 
year-round, not just during the busy summer 
months.  Fortunately with today’s technology, your 
physical presence is not required in order to help.  
We currently have yearly and seasonal residents 
and property owners helping with the workload.   
  
If you have any willingness to help in this type of 
activity as a contributing writer, please contact us 
via the AHLOA.com website and click “Contact Us”, 
or send us an e-mail to AHLOANews@GMail.com, 
or call and leave us a message at 609.796.2491.   
AHLOA is Your Community Connection.  We will do 
our part to make sure your voice is heard.  Here’s 
your opportunity to personally impact AHLOA 
“messaging”.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Member Communication 

We always seek your help with ideas as to how we 
can best serve you.  We try to post relevant alerts, 
calendar events, and informational Did You Know 
items on the AHLOA.com website, and ensure you 
are aware of such items via accompanying 
Facebook posts at Facebook.com/AHLOANJ.  By 
following us on Facebook, and visiting the AHLOA 
website regularly, we can better bring items of 
relevance to your timely attention.  If you think we 
should extend use of e-mail communication 
beyond the monthly meeting reminders and 
quarterly newsletter, please let us know.  Or if  you 
have any other suggestions as to how we can 
improve our efforts on your behalf, please send us 
comments via the website, e-mail us at 
AHLOANews@GMail.com, or call and leave a 
message at 609.796.2491.   
 

https://www.avalonrecreation.org/
mailto:AHLOANews@GMail.com
mailto:AHLOANews@GMail.com
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Calendar Dates 4th Quarter 2019 

Organization / 
Event 

Date Time Location Notes 

Avalon Planning 
and Zoning Board 

Tuesday, 
October 8 

7:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

Avalon Borough 
Council Meeting 

Wednesday, 
October 9 

4:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

AHLOA Monthly 
Membership 
Meeting 

Saturday, 
October 12 

10:00 
am 

Senior Center Guest speaker: Chuck McDonnell, 
Director, Avalon Recreation Department  
 

Annual Seafood 
Festival 

Saturday, 
October 12 

10:00 
am 

Surfside Park Rain Date Saturday October 19 

Annual Seafood 
Festival 

Sunday, 
October 13 

10:00 
am 

Surfside Park Rain Date Sunday October 20 

Environmental 
Commission 

Tuesday, 
October 15 

4:00 
pm 

Borough Hall  

Avalon Board of 
Education 

Wednesday, 
October 16 

6:00 
pm 

Avalon School  

Avalon Borough 
Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, 
October 23 

4:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

Annual Dune Grass 
Planting 

Saturday, 
October 26 

8:30 am Community Hall Call 609.967.3066 
Rain Date: Sunday October 27 

Trunk or Treat Saturday, 
October 26 

5:00 
pm 

30th St Parking Lot  

Avalon Lion’s Club 
Pasta Night 

Sunday, 
October 27 

5:00 
pm 

Windrift Hotel  

7 Mile Island 
Halloween House 

Thursday, 
October 31 

5:00 
pm 

Trick or Treat https://stoneharborrecreation.com/7-
mile-island-halloween-house-registration/ 

AHLOA Monthly 
Membership 
Meeting 

Saturday, 
November 9 

10:00 
am 

Senior Center Guest speaker: Sheila Dean, Co-Director, 
Marine Mammal Stranding Center 
 

Veterans Day 
Ceremony 
 

Monday, 
November 11 

11:00 
am 

Veterans Plaza American Legion Post 331 

Avalon Planning 
and Zoning Board 
 

Tuesday, 
November 12 

7:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

Avalon Borough 
Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, 
November 13 

4:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

Environmental 
Commission 

Tuesday, 
November 19 

4:00 
pm 

Borough Hall  

Avalon Board of 
Education 

Wednesday, 
November 20 

6:00 
pm 

Avalon School  

Avalon Borough 
Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, 
November 27 

4:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

Thanksgiving 
Weekend 
 

Friday, 
November 29 

 VisitAvalonNJ.com Festive Friday, Diller Home Turkey Trot, 
Festival of Trees, and other 7 Mile Island 
events 

Thanksgiving 
Weekend 
 

Saturday, 
November 30 

 VisitAvalonNJ.com Snowfest Saturday, Stone Harbor 
Christmas Parade, and other 7 Mile Island 
events 

Avalon Planning 
and Zoning Board 
 

Tuesday, 
December 10 

7:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

Avalon Borough 
Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, 
December 11 

4:00 
pm 

Council Meeting 
Room 

 

AHLOA Monthly 
Membership 
Meeting 

Saturday, 
December 14 

10:00 
am 

Senior Center Guest speaker: Scott Wahl, Avalon 
Borough Business Manager 

Environmental 
Commission 

Tuesday, 
December 17 

4:00 
pm 

Borough Hall  

Avalon Board of 
Education 

Wednesday, 
December 18 

6:00 
pm 

Avalon School  

 

https://stoneharborrecreation.com/7-mile-island-halloween-house-registration/
https://stoneharborrecreation.com/7-mile-island-halloween-house-registration/

