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AVALON HOME AND LAND OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 21 Avalon, New Jersey 08202 
ANNUAL MEETING - August 13, 2011 Community Center, Avalon 
OFFICERS: President John Cuthbert Vice Presidents Joan Leodori Monica Coskey Vice President, Programs Joseph Reese 
Treasurer John Bell Secretary Brian E. Reynolds 
TRUSTEES: 
1-Year term ending 2012 Susan Ellenberg Paul Gossin Carl Johnson John McKe/vey Nancy Runzer 
2-year term ending 2013 Jack Keenan David Knoche Michael Matt Ramona Sanatoria Jim Thatcher 
1-year term ending 2014 Abner Dowdell Joseph Dvorak Deborah Ney Fred Pracht Terry Strobaugh 
President Michael Matt called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed the attendees. Joseph Reese led 

the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. The President gave special recognition to Sergeant McDevitt on his retirement after 
25 years in the Avalon Police Department. 

Guests introduced by the President were: Ray Cantor, Esq., Chief Advisor to the Commissioner, NJ DEP, Mayor Martin 
L. Pagliughi, Council President Dr. Nancy Hudanich, Council Members Charles Covington, and Joseph Tipping. 

Also Borough Officials: Andrew Bednarek, Steve Barse Esq. (Borough Special Counsel), Jim Craft, Police Chief David 
Dean, Chief Avalon VFD Eddie Dean, Norman Gluckman, Bill Macomber, Scott Wahl, Paul Short, Sr. and Tom Thornton 
(Borough Engineer). 

The Officers, Executive Committee members and Trustees of AHLOA were also introduced. There were approximately 
200 members and Trustees present.  

The President outlined several accomplishments of the two years of his term 
in office: Leading a team involved in the initiative for the beautification of Avalon Boulevard. The recommendations of 

the team are starting to take shape, namely, the removal of signs at the roadside, and the trash cans at the location where jet 
skis are used. In the future the Environmental Commission will look at the vegetation.  

The Atlantic City Press used to place complementary newspapers in driveways. If these were not picked up it was a 
sign the property was not occupied. After discussions with the Borough Administrator, Press officials and the Mayor this 
process was stopped. The President mentioned there is a survey on the website (www.ahloa.com) regarding library usage. The 
Library is looking for suggestion on how to improve its operations 

The President introduced Raymond Cantor, Chief Advisor to the Commissioner, NJ DEP. He stated that the County is 
one of the most important ecological areas in the world and maintaining the ecology was a passion for people in Cape May 
County.    The attraction of the shore areas in the State drives the economics of the State. There are 192,000 jobs dependent 
on the economy in these shore areas. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Raymond Cantor 

Trenton realizes it does not have a monopoly on knowledge and understanding and is developing 
partnerships with the local Mayors. Regulating everything from Trenton drives up the cost of doing 
things. 

Achievements by the Department include the fact that all State Parks have been kept open and 
that the shore protection projects are fully funded in the budget for the second year. The Governor and 
the DEP recognize the need to protect ocean resources. This has led to the Governor being against the 
situation of oil rigs off the New Jersey Coast. They are also opposed to off-shore liquid natural gas, 
especially in the northern part of the State. 

http://www.ahloa.com/�
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The public access regulations have been reviewed. The original version was against business and 
municipalities. They were costly and unrealistic. It was this that made the realization that "one size fits 
all" does not work. It is hoped to improve access at the local level. There are over 1200 access points 
along the 127 miles of coastline and there are only a few miles where access is limited. 

The beach scraping method has been approved for protecting the natural environment. 
Water allocation - The water resources in the Cape May peninsula are challenging and the County 

is an area of concern. Water allocation in the County is being reviewed. 
Mr. Cantor was asked if the DEP monitored the use of herbicides, fertilizers and adverse impacts. 

In response it was stated that water quality was monitored and experts work backwards to track down 
the source. An example of this is the situation at Barnegat Bay. 

A member asked if there was any change in the DEP's attitude on tideland claims. Owners have 
never received notice of liens until a property is up for sale. In answer it was stated that there is no 
movement to change the process. Tidelands are state owned and the Tidelands Council may look into 
old claims. 

Another question related to the removal of trees from the Garden State Parkway. This was not 
done in the strict letter of the law, which states there shall be no loss of trees from public property. The 
Parkway has been notified of the requirements to replant trees. 

Mr. Cantor was asked of there any move to privatize operations in order to take care of budget 
shortfalls. There is no plan to sell or privatize parks, however, ways to increase revenue/services are 
being looked into. The State parks do not have a lot of amenities, such as kayaks, bikes, etc., and these 
might be an income source. 

As regards to daily removal of non-biodegradable trash on beaches, litter on the beaches is a local 
issue. The DEP is involved in beach clean-up days. With respect to clearing trees in the dunes that block 
views there are strict regulations regarding the removal of vegetation in the dunes. 

The Mayor stated that working with the NJ DEP is different from the past. He outlined several 
achievements that are occurring: The Borough is soliciting bids from utilities for a 10-year contract for 
the water supply. 

STATE OF THE BOROUGH 

The tax total is the same as in the previous year 
A number of projects have been completed. These include painting the water tower, drilling the 

well at 67  Street, the boardwalk repairs, and the beach-fill. 
The Borough conducted an internal reassessment. This resulted in some properties increasing in 

assessed value (mainly in bay and ocean front locations) and some went down. The net result was an 
increase in the tax rate from 19 cents to 23 cents although the total budget is unchanged. To accomplish 
this $845,000 was refunded from the Library and $ 188,000 less was used from the surplus (which still 
remains at $3 million). Council is using "pay as you go" philosophy. Since 2001 debt services are 
between 15% and 20% of the budget. The bond rating is AA+, which results in a lower interest rate. 
Refinancing has been used to lower interest payments. 
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Coastal storms present a great risk to the Borough. There are no shelters in Cape May County so 
preparatory steps have been taken to prepare for evacuation in time of a hurricane. The Borough has 
negotiated with Cumberland County be able to take year-round residents with nowhere to go, or no 
transportation, to the Cumberland County Technical Center as the designated shelter. This will also be 
used for first responders and for emergency equipment. The Borough hurricane preparedness map and 
instructions will be revised. 

Government still has to operate in an evacuation. The Borough has entered into a no cost 
contract with BMS Cat, which will respond within 24 hours to set up government buildings. A contract 
has also been set up with Phillips and Jordan to remove debris. 

It is recommended that people register cell phones for the reverse 911 system so they can be 
alerted to the need for evacuation. 

Red Cross shelters will not take animals. A pet evacuation trailer is being set up for residents. 
Donations of $10,000 have been received toward the $30,000 needed to construct the trailer 

The Mayor went on to state that volunteer organizations are the fabric of any community and 
read a Proclamation that recognized the fiftieth anniversary of AHLOA. The Proclamation was presented 
to Michael Matt. 

In the absence of the Chair of the Nominating Committee, Susan Ellenberg, David Knoche 
summarized the nominations for Officers, and for trustees for one year ending in 2012, two years ending 
in 2013 and three years ending in 2014. He indicated that Christopher Branda was stepping down as a 
nominee for a three year term ending in 2014. Jim Thatcher nominated Deborah Ney from the Floor. 
There being no further nominations Joe Reese proposed that nominations be closed and that the slate 
be accepted as revised. The motion was accepted unanimously. [The new list of Trustees and Officers is 
given on the first page of these minutes.] 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

Written questions were entertained from the attendees. Questions and answers are summarized 
below: 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q: 
Are there any plans to restore the beach at Townsend's Inlet? 
What is the status on replacing the pipe on the 22nd Street beach block? 
Bring me up to date on any dredging plans of our waterways. 
A: The Mayor stated that there are no plans to restore the beach along the sea wall in the inlet. 

The sand in the small beach comes and goes so frequently it is not worth replacing it. 
A second round of testing has just been completed on the materials on Craven's Island and the 

data has been sent to DEP for evaluation. Nothing can be done until someone can take this material and 
several options are being looked at. Once the material is removed then dredging can start - probably in 
the fall of 2012. 
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The pipe at 22nd Street is part of the Corps of Engineers beach fill project. Plans have been drawn 
and the project could take several weeks. 

Q: What can be done to prevent the storm sewers on Dune Drive from stopping up? They are a 
sanitation issue. 

A: The Mayor was not aware of these problems. The NJ American Water Co. is responsible for 
clearing the storm drains. Whenever a problem such as this is encountered call either Public Works of 
the Mayor's Office. 

Q: Please tell us about the condition and future plans for repairs to the bridge from Avalon to Sea 
Isle over the inlet. 

A:         Information on this can be obtained from the County Bridge Commission.  
Q:         Any plans for the 26* Street old Elementary School? 
A:         The Library is looking at a potential use for the (almost 100-year old) building. There was 

talk about changing the inside to accommodate the Bay Atlantic Symphony as their office, but that is up 
in the air. 

 Q:         Is there anything Avalon can do about the odor from the sewer? 
A:         It is necessary to contact the County MUA since they are responsible for treating the 

odors coming from that facility. A very expensive carbon system was installed about five years ago, but 
there are still problems from time to time.  

Q:         What are the plans to improve and beautify the parking lots at 30* and 29th Streets and 
the beach? 

 A:         This is a capital project with the idea being to repair and repave the parking lot. This may 
not occur until 2013. 

Q:         Please address the issue of skunks. 
A:         More than 100 skunks have been taken off the island in the last two years. There is a 

contract with the Animal Control Officer and a private company to remove skunks that are a nuisance. 
 Q:         I am still hopeful for a restroom somewhere between 30th Street and Stone Harbor. Is it 

likely? 
 A:         No. 
Q:         How is "no bikes on the sidewalk" law being enforced? Can anything be done about the 

runaway bicycles on 1st Ave? Do they have any traffic rules to follow? Avalon has excellent regulations 
applying to dogs on the beach and boardwalk, bicycles on sidewalks in the business area and on the 
boardwalk. I notice so many violations, what is the plan to enforce these regulations? What is being 
done about the kids on bikes in front of Circle Pizza? My daughter had to remove bikes in order to use 
the sidewalk with my grandchildren so as not to be forced out into the street. 

A:         The Police Chief stated that over the last few years the focus has shifted from vehicles to 
bicycles. The congregation of juveniles on bikes is a problem. Some 340 juveniles have been returned to 
their parents through the curfew regulation passed by Borough Council. New signs have been posted at 
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eye level in the business district that indicate bikes cannot be ridden on sidewalks. Officers rotate in the 
area keeping bikes in check. 

First Avenue is a problem. Bicyclists must adhere to the same traffic laws as drivers, but they 
don't do it. First Ave. is a favorite because the business district is not bicycle friendly. About 300 bicycle 
stops have been made and 100 citations issued. 

Q:         There is a need for traffic police at 28th and Dune on weekend mornings. 
A:         This was the result of a traffic diversion from Ocean Drive while an accident investigation 

was ongoing. 
Q:         We have noticed free standing "PODS" storage units left on the streets. What is the time 

frame for these to be there and to be moved? It appears the police are not enforcing the parking code 
as it relates to construction projects. Builders are parking too close to the STOP signs limiting visibility at 
intersections. The construction at 16th and 1st Ave. trucks are parked in the yellow curb zone. The 
Borough police did not appear to deal with the illegal parking. One contractor even left an unhitched 
work trailer in the no parking area. Storage/trash containers have been permitted in the streets during 
the vacation season 

A:         There is no ordinance re PODS — they are relatively new and something may be done in 
the near future. Dumpsters are regulated. Something is done about parking around construction sites; 
people are asked to move and if necessary summonses are issued. This year 800 parking summons have 
been issued, most for parking near to Stop signs. If you notice what appears to be a problem, especially 
around construction sites call the Avalon Police Department. 

Q:         28th Street is a raceway on weekends. Is there any kind of temporary speed barriers 
available? There are several children on the street. 

A:         The Police Chief indicated he was not aware of the situation, he will look into it. He did 
state that speed bumps are illegal in New Jersey. He will look into temporary markings. 

Q:         Why are many trash trucks leaking putrid liquid all over town? 
A:         People put bottles and cans with liquid in them out in the garbage. These are crushed in 

the trash truck, hence the liquid on the street. 
Q: Is there a watering ban for flower beds? 
A:   The Mayor indicated that it is recommended that watering be done every other day. Many 

years ago the Borough applied for an increase in the water allocation. The USGS surveyed the water 
situation in the County, issued a report and NJ DEP has been reviewing the situation for the last four 
years. The Borough has experiments on different watering systems on islands in Dune Drive. It is possible 
there might be a change in the Landscaping Ordinance this winter to reflect the results of those tests. 

Q:  Northfield and Linwood have combined their Police Chiefs. What can Avalon and Stone 
Harbor do to  combine activities to reduce municipal operating costs, e.g., fire, police, school, etc. 

A:   The Mayor tried to combine some services a few years ago. There is mutual aid between the 
volunteer fire companies and there is no reason why two towns could not work together in other areas. 
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Avalon has looked at privatization in several areas if it proves to be cost effective and keeps the same 
services 

Q: Now that Dave Haberle has retired from the Rec. Dept. who is running the department? 
Any plans on hiring? 

A:         Joe Pendrak has been in charge of the department. The employees have remained the 
same. Discussions are being held with surrounding towns regarding joint ventures in the recreation 
programs and several different options are available. There are no immediate plans to hire a new 
director. 

John Cuthbert thanked the membership for electing him President. He mentioned that AHLOA is 
working to make Avalon the place we enjoy and welcomed any suggestions on what could be done. He 
recommended the website as a means of getting ideas to the Association. He presented the outgoing 
President, Michael Matt, with a plaque in recognition of his services. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

 
Brian E. Reynolds Secretary 
The next meeting will held on Saturday, September 10, at 10:00 a.m. in the Avalon Senior Center. The guest speaker 

will be Jacquie Ewing. 
 


