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ANNUAL  MEETING 
AUGUST 11, 2012 

AVALON COMMUNITY HALL 

President John Cuthbert called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed 

the attendees. Joseph Reese led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. Guests introduced by the 
President were: Dr. Stewart Farrell, Stockton College, Mayor Martin L. Pagliughi, Council President Joseph Tipping, 
Council Members Charles Covington, Richard Dean, David Ellenberg, and Dr. Nancy Hudanich 

Also Borough Officials: Andrew Bednarek, Steve Barse Esq. (Borough Special Counsel), Police Chief William 
McCormick, Norman Gluckman, Bill Macomber, Scott Wahl, Paul Short, Sr. and Tom Thornton (Borough Engineer). 

The Officers, Executive Committee members and Trustees of AHLOA were also introduced. There were 
approximately 200 members and Trustees present. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER DR. STEWART FARRELL 

The President introduced Dr. Stewart Farrell, Stockton College. He gave a brief history of his service to 
the Borough of Avalon initially dealing with beaches north of 28* Street. 

He showed slides of happenings over the last 250 years. These included maps of Cape May County from 
the!770's that showed the approximate shoreline including inlets that no longer exist. Earlier mappers named the 
inlets and placed the name in the deepest channel. In the 1870's Learning's Beach (as 7 Mile Beach was known) 
was not well developed and farmers brought cattle over in summer. In 1884 there was a growth cycle and hotels 
and boarding houses were built in the Borough. 

The earliest air photos of the Jersey shore were taken of the New Jersey coast. These have been digitized 
by the Coast Guards and have been compared with photos taken in 2007. The photos showed that the first street 
was 5th Street (which had gone by 1927) and the island was a fan of dune ridges that spread ocean ward. 

The photos showed the existence of ebb-tide shoals off Townsend Inlet. These shoals later moved onto 
the beach. The tidal channel in the Inlet has changed direction many times over the years. 

Considerable damage occurred during the 1962 storms and at that time flood damage was not covered by 
insurance. The bulkhead in Townsend Inlet was installed in 1963 and the 8th Street jetty in 1965. In 1978 Sea Isle 
City obtained the first state paid beach fill. Avalon got its first beach fill south to 31st Street in 1995. 

In 2003/2004 under a Corps of Engineers Shore Protection Project Avalon and Stone Harbor received a major beach 
fill. Under the program the benefits must exceed the cost by 20% before the Federal Government will accept the project. 

Dr. Farrell's team has visited ten sites on the beach quarterly since 1981 to survey the system. The beaches are more 
stable at the southern end of the Borough. 

The cost of getting the dredge on site is the main cost of doing hydraulic beach replenishment. The cost of the first 
cubic yard of sand could be as high as $1.25 million and after that $8.25 per cubic yard. From the studies if sand is moved 
by the back-passing technique the accumulation exceeds the amount moved with most of the accumulation occurring at the 
south end. Each year 90,000 cubic yards could be moved without affecting the beach. In the 2011-2012 project under the 
permits issued the sand must be moved from an area that must be 150ft from the toe of the dune and can be no more than 
18" deep. The cost is low since mobilization is about $80,000. The Corps of Engineers is assessing the value of this method. 
Monitoring of the areas from which the sand was taken is being done three, six and twelve months after the project. 
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STATE OF THE BOROUGH 

The Mayor gave an outline of the financial situation of the Borough. He indicated that the tax rate will 
increase from 20 cents to 21 cents. He stated that the economic stability of the Borough is assured for maybe 20 
years. There was a surplus of $5.5 million at the beginning of the year and while some of that surplus will be used the 
amount withdrawn will be replaced by year's end. 

Projects in the capital budget include: 

Black top on 4* and 5* Avenue from 42nd Street to the dead end. At the same time work will be done on the 
infrastructure, viz., storm drains, sanitary sewers and Water 'Service." Improvements will be carried out on Community 
Hall and several police cars will be replaced. A groin field study will be carried out at the north end. Hydrology to 
include notching of the 8th Street jetty to allow wash over and of the inlet to bring the channel closer to the north end of 
the island. Live modeling will be done in order to be sure that any major work toward beach stability will work before 
the field work starts. Reports will be published every quarter. The sum of $50,000 was budgeted toward the 
construction of a 9-11 Memorial at 21st Street. Donations of $20,000 have been received to date. Dedication will take 
place at 11:00 a.m. on September 11. 

Emergency evacuations could occur to the Avalon School (for localized evacuations) or to Cumberland County 
VoTech (for situations such as hurricane Irene). Both structures are being modified to accept electricity from generators. A 
contract has been signed to rent generators with 24 hour notice in advance of a storm. 

The Borough will pay cash for most of the improvements. 

There is a $41,000 increase in the budget for the year. The Borough has taken the position that it only wants to 
increase taxes to cover current expenses. 

There is a new water company in town. The Middlesex Water Company has been awarded a 10 year contract for the 
water/sewer system in the Borough. They took over on July 2 and on July 4 there was a major sewer break at 39* Street 
which was corrected that day. 

One aspect of an evacuation process is that pet owners are loathe to leave if they cannot bring their pets with them. 
As a result the Borough purchased a "pet trailer" for $24,000 and has received $26,000 in donations. This trailer was the first 
of its kind in New Jersey. In the meantime the state has been divided into regions and each region has to develop 
procedures for handling pets in an evacuation since the Red Cross will not accept them at their shelters. 

The mayor announced that there would be a hydraulic beach fill this year that would be paid for completely by the 
federal government. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

Michael Matt, Chair of the Nominating Committee, summarized the nominations for Officers and for Trustees for one year 
ending in 2013, two years ending in 2014 and three years ending in 2015. There being no further nominations Sue Ellenberg 
proposed that nominations be closed and that the slate be accepted as revised. The motion was accepted unanimously. [The 
new list of Trustees and Officers is given on the first page of these minutes.] 

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 

John Cuthbert stated that the Association finances are sound and that it continues to play an active role in the Borough. 
Donations have been made to sponsor a child for one week at the Helen Diller Home for the Blind, to VIM and to the local 
American Legion. 

AHLOA is working to have a sound system installed in the Senior Center and it is hoped to have this installed in time for the 
AHLOA September meeting. AHLOA also assisted the Historical Society in a membership drive. 
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The Association informs the public through the Community Connections Program (in April), the Annual Meeting and the 
quarterly newsletter. 

The President thanked Susan Ellenberg, who is retiring from the Trustees, for her services as a previous President and for 
organizing the Community Connections Program. 

Written questions were entertained from the attendees. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Questions and answers are summarized below: 

Q:         Are Avalon residents getting a reduction on Flood Insurance based on what the township has done 
to prevent flood damages to houses?  
A: The Mayor stated that residents get a 20% reduction in flood insurance rates. The project was started by Sal di Simone 
and involves raised buildings, improved bulkheads and ordinances requiring these and other steps. Flood mitigation practices 
over the last twelve years have contributed to this. 

Q: Why is the tax rate increasing when the total value of property is increasing at 5%+? 

A: The Mayor stated that rateables had only increased from $7.1 billion to $7.2 billion. Legislation in 2010 requires 
municipal libraries to remit half of their excess to the municipality for tax relief. The Borough will realize about $400,000 this 
year. The Borough has lost funds from the state DOT for black top projects and additional money from various grants. 

Q: What is your opinion of the benefits and risks of a beach back pass operation? 

A:         The cost benefit ratio outweighs the cost of the hydraulic operation. Strict monitoring is required by the US Corps of 
Engineers and by NJ DEP. We are using sand that has migrated from the north end and are returning it there. 

Q:         What is the situation with COAH? 

A:         The Governor has turned the implementation of COAH over to the DCA. Avalon has refused to participate in a 
requirement that there be a 1% residential, 2% business, fee on sales to be used for affordable housing. 

Q: Why are the tree lights lit only on weekends in the summer? Why not weekdays and why not weekends through fall, 
winter and spring? 

A:         The Borough has been criticized for the lights in the first place. It is most cost effective to operate them at the 
weekends when people are in town.  

Q: The Boro has many programs for young children but there don't seem to be any for teens at night. Can this be looked at 
over the winter? Please. 

A: There are substantial programs for children. If you have any ideas get them to the Mayor and they 
will be forwarded to the Recreational Department. 
Q: Are there plans for Festive Friday at Thanksgiving? 

A: There are all kinds of plans for that day. Last year the ice rink was very popular and may be used for several days 
instead of one. The rest of that event is a surprise. 

Q: Smart sprinklers- While the town offers a $200 incentive, why are they charging $200 for a 
permit? It seems like a wash. 
A: The permits for a smart sprinkler controller cost $75. 
Q: Are RV vehicles allowed on the street in the summer? 
A: They may be parked on the street, but they cannot be occupied. 
Q: Has the Boro considered No Smoking on the beach? 
A: No. 

Q: Can you address the rationale for the kayak park at 57* Street? It seems to be a waste of a boro asset. Free storage 
for seven months, resident or non-resident, individual or dealer with no limit on the number of kayaks stored and the park looks 
like a terrible mess. 
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A: There is a limit to the number of kayaks present - there should be none on the ground. Extras are supposed to be 
removed by the Dept. of Public Works. This is one of the better assets the Borough did since the cost was for the materials for 
the racks -Public Works built the racks. 
Q: Who made the decision to have the wild cats fed on E. 27* Street? Why are we feeding them? How much longer will 
they be fed? What are you doing regarding the skunk problem on E. 27* Street? What's with squirrels, skunks and raccoons in 
Avalon? (We watched a very large raccoon with a dead animal in its mouth walk right across our deck in May.) What is being 
done to eradicate skunks?  

A:         The cats are fed as long as they are alive. The program came about under the Trap & Neuter program which has been 
approved by the state. There are still four colonies under the TNR program, but only half the cats as when the program started. 
Fish & Game says that skunks, etc. are wild animals and we are not allowed to trap them. Even so 187 skunks have been taken 
off the island in the last 3 years. 

Q:         Can you address the plans for storm drain  upkeep? 
A: Upkeep of the storm drains is part of the contract with the Middlesex Water Company.  

Q:         Storm water flooding in the north end specifically 16th Street and Avalon Ave. occurs in even modest rainfall. Any plans 
to fix this problem? 

A:         The Borough has purchased a 150KV portable pump generator for the station at 22nd Street. The station at 11* Street is 
being studied and a decision should be made shortly. 

Q: Is there an ordinance against blinking neon signs in town? 

A: There is an ordinance (the sign ordinance) that covers flashing neon signs. 

Q:         Can there be a time frame for dogs to run on the beach like Stone Harbor has? What plans are there for a community 
wide dog park run? 

A:         There is no suitable place for a dog park in the Borough. 

Q:         Any plans to replace the fire alarm with pagers or cell phones? 

A: The Borough has the latest paging system and a special cell phone for all Volunteer Firemen. The pagers do not work 
under all conditions. Therefore the siren is also needed to alert the members. The Fire Company is looking for additional 
volunteers. 

Q:         Lights along paths on 8th Street Park have not worked for 10 years - only worked for 2 years after installed. Any plans to 
repair? 

A: The Mayor stated he was not aware of that situation. He asked Bill Macomber to look into the matter. 

Q: Tree plantings in center of town look great. Any consideration of a long term project to plant curb trees throughout 
borough? Any consideration to have utility cable lines put underground? 

A: The Mayor stated that whenever an application is made for new consimction orovision has to be made for trees to be 
planted. Preference is to be given to indigenous species. 

Q: Bicycles: We would like to see actual enforcement of no bicycle riding on downtown sidewalks (and the boardwalk in 
prohibited hours) and dogs on the beach. Signs aren't sufficient. There appears to be a greater number of bicycles on Dune 
Drive and many other areas. Is there an education program or some other mechanism to smarten our cyclists about Dune 
Drive dangers? Why are police not enforcing the bike laws? The roads are becoming very unsafe for all!! 

 Walkers, bikers, etc. going 2 abreast in streets -hazardous to autos that have to drive around them.  Signs for bikes "Single 
File" not being enforced.  Pedestrians crossing streets and forcing autos to stop for them. 

Traffic enforcement seems lax. Speeding, bike riding on sidewalks and kids on bikes veering into traffic. 



 

The Avalon Home and Land Owners Association 

Post Office Box, Avalon, NJ 08202   ahloa.com 



 

The Avalon Home and Land Owners Association 

Post Office Box, Avalon, NJ 08202   ahloa.com 

A:         Police Chief William McCormick stated that traffic laws are being enforced as best as possible. They try to have 
educational stops, however, repeat offenders get citations...The police want to inform the public that they can walk bikes 
on the sidewalks in the Business District. As regards speeding the number of stops is almost twice those of 2011, with 
summonses being issued about 25% of the time. 

Q We have a home on the Bay south of the 

public marina. Since the "No Wake" buoys are no longer placed along the bay behind our home we see boats and jet skis 
going by, some at full throttle, especially the jet skis. Since there are sailboats, kayaks, paddleboards and swimmers in 
the waterway the speeders create a serious safety hazard. What can be done? Thank you. 

A:         The State Police took over the location of these markers. The Borough received complaints at the end of June 
regarding the lack of markers. The Mayor stated that the State Police informed the Borough that the police budget had 
been cut and not all of the markers were installed. The Borough has bought some markers and has installed them. The 
Borough will take the project back in 2013 and will put markers throughout the back bay. There are police boat patrols 
and they trying to enforce the No Wake situation as best as possible. 

The President thanked people for attending and the meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

The next meeting will held on Saturday, September 8, at 10:00 a.m. in the Avalon Senior Center. The guest speaker 
will be Stacey Tracy, the new Administrator for the joint Avalon/Stone Harbor School . 

Submitted” Brian Reynolds, Secretary 

OFFICERS: President John Cuthbert 

 Vice Presidents Joan Leodori Monica Coskey 

 Vice President, Programs Joseph Reese 

 Treasurer John Bell 

 Secretary Brian E. Reynolds 

 TRUSTEES: 1-Year term ending 2013 Jack Keenan David Knoche Michael Matt Ramona Sanabria Jim Thatcher 

 2-year term ending 2013 Joseph Dvorak Paul Gossin Deborah Ney Fred Pracht Terry Strobaugh 

 3-year term ending 2015 Bob Broadhurst Maureen Conigan Ed Mancinelli Nancy Runzer Frank Short 

 

 
 

 

 


