
The Avalon Home and Land Owners Association 

Post Office Box 21, Avalon, NJ 08202   ahloa.com 

ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 10, 2013 COMMUNITY CENTER, AVALON 

OFFICERS: President John Cuthbert Vice Presidents Bob Hoesly Michael Matt Vice President, 
Programs Joseph Reese Treasurer John Bell Secretary Brian E. Reynolds 

TRUSTEES: 2-year term ending 2014 Joseph Dvorak Paul Gossin Deborah Ney Fred Pracht Jim 
Thatcher 3-year term ending 2015 Maureen Corrigan Jill Hoesly Anne Oberg Nancy Runzer Frank Short 
1-Year term ending 2016 Monica Coskey Jack Keenan David Knoche Joan Leodori Ramona Sanabria 

President John Cuthbert called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed the attendees. 

Joseph Reese led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Guests introduced by the President were Mr. Will Morey, Cape May County Freeholder, Mayor 
Martin L. Pagliughi, Council President David Ellenberg, Council Members Charles Covington, Richard 
Dean, Dr. Nancy Hudanich and John McCorriston 

Also Borough Officials: 

Andrew Bednarek, Steve Barse Esq. (Borough Special Counsel), Police Chief William McCormick, 
Norman Gluckman, Bill Macomber, Scott Wahl, Paul Short, Sr. and Tom Thornton (Borough Engineer). 

There were approximately 250 members and trustees present. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

The President introduced Mr. Will Morey, Cape May County Freeholder. 

Mr. Morey pointed out the County occupies 256 square miles, much of which is environmentally 
sensitive. The population is about 97,000, around 5,000 fewer than five years ago. The County gets about 
$5 Billion from tourism. Ecotourism is becoming a great opportunity for the County. 

The communities of Cape May and Wildwood are fifth, nationwide, in the amount of fish landed 
annually. There appears to be opportunity for cooperative production of some seafood. Rutgers has 
significant involvement in aquaculture in the state and is conducting studies in the vicinity of the Cape May 
Canal. 

Tied in with this need to leverage resources and combine them for their benefit is the fact that 
wineries are growing in the area. There are currently six wineries in the County, which has unique soils 
and climate that are important to make wine production important. There is also a tremendous opportunity 
to develop craft beers and the Cape May Brewery has grown to such a size that, working with the DRBA, 
it might move to larger facilities at the County airport. 

The U. S. Coast Guard is one of the largest employers in the County. The County, in conjunction 
with Cape May City, is seeking the designation of "Coast Guard Community" in recognition of the services 
carried out by the base and by the citizens of the County in return. 

The airport, at 920 acres, is in a CAFRA exempt zone and as such no CAFRA permits are needed 
for development in the area. In order to maintain a high quality of service the DRBA/County are working 
to develop the area commercially. Site plans are being developed. The Historic District question has 
been resolved with the historic Wildwood NAS (which existed in World War 2) being condensed 
somewhat. 

Other projects the County is working on include the purchase of property in downtown Wildwood to 
retain as open space and for business development. Historic preservation is also important. 

In order to retain population there is a need to find more jobs in the County. This can be assisted 
by improving tourism and infrastructure. There is also a need to network. In answer to questions: 

The Freeholders do not have a position on a bridge/tunnel to Delaware. 
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Climate change is having an effect on oyster harvest and Rutgers is studying that effect. 

There needs to be better publicity on the airport museum. The airport is not an inspiring site at this 
time. 

The County is looking at 12 month jobs at the airport and the wineries to name a few. 

Health Care in the County. - Cape Regional Hospital is very important and is a significant 
employer in the area. The link with Penn Care is important. Health care is a complex topic and there is 
extensive County involvement. 

Tourism and rentals are down. This has a negative impact on merchants. We are finding that 
more people are staying for longer than 3 months. Cape May County has a potential for an 8 month 
tourism season. 

The Mayor gave an outline of the financial situation of the Borough. He indicated that the tax rate 
will increase to 21.9 cents for a total tax rate of 41.9 cents. The ratable base in 2012 was $7.2 billion, 
and in 2013 had increased to $7.266 billion. There will be $44,000 less being returned to the Borough by 
the Library. 

STATE OF THE BOROUGH 

$175,000 has been budgeted for capital improvement projects and down payment on capital 
bonds. 

There has been a big increase in the cost of health care and the Borough is looking at competitive 
programs and pricing. 

$433,000 has been budgeted for Sandy relief and should be recovered after damage assessment 
reports from Sandy are filed. 

There is no contribution to the beach utility fund since this has been made self-sustaining by the 
increase in beach tags. 

The Borough is contributing $44,000 less to the municipal employee's pension fund. This is 
because the State government requires a greater contribution to be made by the employees. 

The Borough will try to maintain a $6 million budget surplus by using the cash management plan 
to review bonds that the Borough possesses. 

Projects in the capital budget include: 

Black topping 10-12 streets including 4th Avenue; Bulkhead raising, in conjunction with private 
property owners; New equipment for Public Works. 

The entire budget is up by about $788,000 this year. 

Discussions are under way to develop an enhanced 911 emergency communication system. 

The Borough bond rating has been raised to AAA as a result of the mitigation programs carried out 
over the years. It is the only community in coastal New Jersey to have such a rating. 

Blue Diamond is the new trash company in town having been awarded a 3 year contract with a 2 
year option. The new contract will save the Borough $249,000 over its term. A change this year is to 
have two collections of recyclable materials during the summer. The County has implemented a single 
stream recycling program. 

There will be a 25% savings in the flood insurance rates after October 1; however, the flood 
insurance requirements will change on that date. 

Cape May County was extremely fortunate in the effects of super storm Sandy - the devastation 
45 miles north of the Borough was terrible. Never the less the dune maintenance program carried out by 
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the Borough has helped minimize damage. The damaged beaches were restored in January. Certain 
sections of the dunes were reinforced in height and depth, particularly between 19th and 23rd Streets. 

During the three days of Sandy the Borough web site had 2.4 million hits by people in the County 
and elsewhere. The County is putting up the same web site and requesting communities to link in - some 
have already done so. The new County website will be a master site accessible from anywhere in the 
country with links to specific communities. 

The Borough has hired the major coastal engineering firm, Moffit and Nichols, to take the data on 
currents, sand replacement, etc. that has been accumulated over the last 25 years and study it using the 
same two programs as those used by the Dutch to develop solutions for maintaining the beach. The 
Dutch, in similar situations have moved away from "hard" structures to "soft" structures. A major area of 
concern is between 13* and 19* Streets. 

A $4 million project to dredge the back bays is in the works. The first task is to empty Macchia 
island, which is full, so that dredge materials can be deposited. This will involve constructing a temporary 
road to the island. A pre-bid meeting has been held. It is expected that unloading will take about 18 
months and that dredging will start in the fall/winter of 2014/2015. Negotiations are underway with Middle 
Township to include Avalon Manor in the dredging program. 

The Mayor discussed the situation regarding Group Rental Houses. Borough Council is 
progressing cautiously on the steps to be taken. The definition of "Resort Rental" is very important. 
Public comment on the topic will be taken at the August 14 Borough 

Council meeting. Council is also reviewing the rental ordinance. It is possible that the ordinance 
may be introduced in September. 

October 19 is the date on which the Avalon Volunteer Fire Company will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary. There will be a full day of events starting with a parade. 

Michael Matt, Chair of the Nominating Committee, summarized the nominations for Officers and 
for Trustees for one year ending in 2013, two years ending in 2014 and three years ending in 2015. 
There being no further nominations the slate was accepted as read. The motion was accepted 
unanimously. [The new list of Trustees and Officers is given on the first page of these minutes.] 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

John Cuthbert stated that the Association continues to be active. Among notable milestones 
were:  

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 

AHLOA sponsored a week-long stay for a child at the Diller Vacation Home for Children; Made a 
contribution to VIM; Made an award to the DPW employees for their work during Sandy; 

Installed a sound system in the Senior center that makes it easier for speakers to be heard in the 
room; Continued the relationship with SHROA for the joint awards to students in the Avalon school; The 
Association keeps its members informed through the quarterly newsletters and through the Community 
Connection program (in April) and the annual meeting. 

Some written questions were entertained from the attendees. 
Questions and answers are summarized below: 
Q: Is there any way we can get the garbage cans to be picked up at the side of houses and returned 
there? The wind blows the street-side cans over - trash is attacked by gulls and it's a big mess. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
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Have you considered requiring homeowners to have extra large trash bins (one for trash, one for 
recyclables) to replace the many cans that go out now? Could trash cans be placed upside down after 
being emptied to prevent water from accumulating during rains? 

A: The Mayor stated that a problem with the previous contractor was that they would 
draw employees from wherever and they would not know where to collect trash, etc. Trash was often 
missed. Blue diamond has its own employees who are getting to know the town. Missed puck-ups are 
down 60% in the last couple of months. The Borough may consider house pick-up if people have a 
uniform place to put cans. 

Q: Many people have pets. Is there any chance of having designated "Dog Beaches" say from 
7:00 to 10:00a.m.?  

A:         The Mayor stated that he would be happy to have one if a site were suggested and if 
people in the vicinity were in favor of its existence. He mentioned that people go to the beach area north 
of 7th Street on the left hand side of the road to the Townsend Inlet Bridge. 

Q: Why were so many pine frees cut down on the 57* Street Dune Drive walk? Nothing 
replaced. 

A: Trees will be replanted in the fall under the Dune Vegetation Management Plan. The 
Borough is looking to replace Japanese black pines, which should not have been planted years ago. 

Q:         The emergency sirens - do they need to go off day and night? 

A: The sirens are necessary. E-dispatch is not reliable, pagers do not always work. 
There is not time to make personal calls to initiate response to a fire alarm. 

Q: Twice we have been approached by children to buy things on the beach. Just 
wondering, in general, is solicitation allowed on the beach? 

A: Solicitation is not allowed on the beach. You should mention it to the police. 

Q: Police patrol on weekends on the 21st Street Island. Bikes on streets in the business 
district — a car backing up can't see them in time. Any possibility of a bike lane on First Avenue? Too 
many riders in the middle of the street. 

A: There can be no bike lane on 1st Avenue. It is too narrow under DOT standards. 
This year has seen resurgence in 'bike packs' at night this summer with no lights or reflectors. Since July 
1, under a no tolerance situation, 147 bike citation tickets have been given. Council is being asked to 
reduce the curfew time from midnight to 10:00 p.m. 

Q:         There is a need for more handicap parking on Dune Drive. 

A: This is being looked at. Also being studied are more dedicated spaces for electric 
cars - they are smaller, take up less room and could give more room for handicap parking. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

 
Brian E. Reynolds Secretary 

The next meeting will held on Saturday, September 14, at 10:00 a.m. in the Avalon Senior 
Center. The guest speaker will be a representative from the Middlesex Water Company. 

  


