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ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 8, 2015 

COMMUNITY CENTER, AVALON 

 

President Bob Hoesly called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed the attendees.  Joe Reese led the recitation of the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Guests introduced by the President were:Dr. Lenore Tedesco, Executive Director, The Wetlands nstitute, 

Avalon Mayor Martin L. Pagliughi, Borough Administrator Scott Wahl, Council Members Chuck Covington, Nancy Hudanich 

and Bill Burns 

Also Borough Officials:Steve Barse Esq. (Borough Special Counsel), Norman Gluckman, Bill Macomber, Paul Short Sr., Tom 

Thornton (Borough Engineer), Denise Rech and John Tracy. 

There were approximately 250 members and trustees present. 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
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Bob Hoesly stated that the Association continues to be active and the membership strong.  Among notable 
milestones were: 

- AHLOA sponsored a week-long stay for two children at the Diller Vacation Home for Children; 
- Made a contribution to VIM; 
- Supported the local charity Friend in Need; 
-  Supported the Wetlands Institute and the American Legion 
- Continued the relationship with SHPOA for the joint awards to students in the schools. 
The Association keeps its members informed through the quarterly newsletters, the web site, and through the 

Community Connection program (in April) and the Annual Meeting. 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

The President introduced Dr. Lenore Tedesco, Executive Director The Wetlands Institute, who discussed World Class 

Research and Conservation programs. 

Dr. Tedesco commented that the Institute was founded in 1969 as a biological field station for Lehigh University.  Its mission 

is to promote appreciation, understanding and stewardship of the environment.  As a result of Super Storm Sandy several new 

facilities were constructed including the raised marsh walkway. 

Under research and conservation there have been two habitat restoration projects.  One includes beach restoration at Stone 

Harbor Point, which is flooded at spring tides.  This project is to improve critical bird habitat in a two-year project to develop a 

restoration plan for continued beach maintenance and improved nesting facilities. 

The project also involves marsh restoration in light of ocean rise.   In Atlantic City there has been approximately 0.015 inches 

of tide rise annually since 1912 and since 1980 sea level has risen by 6 inches.  The marsh at the Institute is now flooded at every 

spring tide.  Land surface is sinking because of water withdrawal from the aquifers.  In addition sea level is rising faster from 

Virginia to New Jersey. 

To combat this effect a thin layer displacement of dredge material is being used to restore marsh elevation.  This project is 

being done with help from NJ DEP.  The initial study was to put 6 inches of material on the marsh.  Improving the marsh will 

create habitat for nesting birds. 

Another project involves terrapin conservation.  There is a concerted effort to save eggs from terrapins that have been run over 

on the roads.  Eggs that are recovered are hatched at a temperature that ensures female offspring, since females are being killed.  

This year 120 terrapins were released back into the marsh.  Tags (similar to those used on pets) are put on the terrapins to track 

possible return to the area.  It take about 6 years for a terrapin to mature. 

A major project is an exchange program between Russia and the USA which involves a partnership between Wetlands Link 

International (UK) and Wetlands International Russia.   Representatives from the USA visited Russia in June 2015 and Russian 

partners will visit the USA in October.  There will be a public meeting at the Wetlands on October 20.  Russia had closed all 

national parks to the public until about 15 years ago.  In this area there is interest in the red knot flyway, in Russia the interest is in 

the stork flyway.   

Dragonflies have stared their fall migration already. 

In answer to questions, Dr. Tedesco pointed out that skunks destroy turtle nests and eggs.  Use should be made of the skunk 

trapping program in Avalon. 

If you find a turtle in your yard and if it has started a nest leave it alone until the nest is finished.  If you pick up a turtle take it 

in the direction it is going, don’t automatically return it to the water.  If you find hatchlings take them to the edge of the marsh and 

let them find their own way into the water. 
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STATE OF THE BOROUGH 

The Mayor gave an outline of the financial situation of the Borough.  He indicated that there will be a 0.2 increase in the tax 

rate.  This will enable the $3.6 million surplus fund to be maintained, which improves the Borough’s bond rating.  Avalon is the 

only barrier island community with a AAA bond rating. 

The ratable base maxed at about $8 billion in 2007 and fell during the real estate slump.  The value has been increasing 

recently. 

The tax collection rate is 95% and the balance must be set aside from the surplus.  Fifty percent of the excess library funds go 

back to the Borough. 

Some capital projects will be carried out in 2016 in the State to have such a rating.   

Approximately 700,000 cubic yards of sand were pumped onto the beach between 9
th

 and 24
th

 Streets.  The Borough is 

looking for a permanent solution in the north end to reduce the frequency of the beach fills.  The Borough is also seeking 

reimbursement from the State for the fill. 

The next step in the back bay dredging project will be touch up work in Princeton Harbor.  Sterbeck Harbor, in Middle 

Township, will be dredged starting about September 30 and the rest of the project will follow.  At this time dredging must stop by 

December 31, however, a move is afoot to extend the dredging period since winter flounder are no longer found in southern New 

Jersey. 

The Avalon School exercise track has been completed and is open for public use whenever it is not being used by the school. 

The Healthy Forest Initiative has been started in Armacost Park with the cutting of invasive vines and the planting of 300 

native plants. 

The Mayor introduced Bill Burns as the Councilman replacing Dave Ellenberg, Nina Rinaldi (Director History Center) and 

Chuck McDonald (Director Recreation). 

The Mayor also drew attention to the revamped playground at 39
th

 Street, which includes two bocce courts and the Dune Walk 

trail between 44
th

 and 48
th

 Streets – which shows how important the dunes are.  Also under review at this time is a review of the 

Beach Nesting Bird Management Plan.  This is important to keep the beach open to the residents and visitors. 

The Mayor introduced members of the Atlantic City Electric Company who discussed the work on the sub-station at 60
th

/61
st
 

Streets. 

The substation feeds the whole of 7-Mile Island.  Because of construction, etc. the supplies from the station are being stressed.  

Plans are to upgrade the two 23kV lines to 69kV.  Steel poles will be used instead of the wooden ones on Ocean Drive.  There will 

be 12kV distribution lines in Stone Harbor and Avalon. 

The existing station will be demolished and rebuilt to handle the increased capacity. 

It should be noted that some of the existing poles are 45 years old.  The salt air environment puts the wooden poles and 

equipment at a high risk for damage. The upgraded poles will be able to take wind speeds up to 120 mph.  The steel poles are self-

supporting so there will be no guide wires or cables.  They will last longer than wood poles and will be slightly larger. 

The time line for the work is: 

- Start September 2015 and end May 2016; 

- All construction will be done during the day time; 

- Roadwork will be needed and will be done with minimum disruption; 
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- Customers will be notified of updates. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

John Cuthbert, Chair of the Nominating Committee, summarized the nominations for Officers and for Trustees for one year 

ending in 2016, two years ending in 2017 and three years ending in 2018.  There being no further nominations the slate was 

accepted as read.  The motion was accepted unanimously.  [The new list of Trustees and Officers is given on the first page of these 

minutes.] 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Some written questions were entertained from the attendees.  Questions and answers are summarized below: 

Q: Is Avalon Boulevard going to be raised like Sea Isle Boulevard?  What is the time frame? 

A: The Mayor stated that Avalon Boulevard will not be raised.  It was raised about 1967.  Sea Isle boulevard is about 4 ½ feet 

below the level of Avalon Boulevard and goes under water with north east storms. 

Q: What is the status of the hotel slated for 21st and 22nd Streets? 
A: The Mayor stated that nothing has been submitted officially to the Borough.  Such a proposal would require site plan approval 

by the Planning Board at which time there will be public hearings. 

Q: Why did the beach restoration end at 24th Street so abruptly leaving poor unprotected beach on 25th and 26th 
Streets? 

A: There is no unprotected beach at 25
th

/26
th

 Streets. 

Q: Can something be done about speeding on 27th Street between Dune and Ocean Drives? 
Can we better control speeding traffic going 35 to 50 mph on First Avenue – witnessed accident just 

yesterday involving a speeding car? 
Will you consider putting flashing speed signs on Ocean Drive between 8th Street and Townsends Inlet Bridge 

– cars on that stretch routinely exceed 25 mph? 
A: The Borough hires up to 20 officers to help monitor and control traffic in the summer.  They have issued a large number of 

speeding tickets so far this year.  The police have started issuing summonses to cyclists for not riding in single file and for no 

lights on bikes. 

Q: When are we getting a horseshoe pit to use?   
A: Conceptual plans are going forward for one near the skateboard park.  It may be too late to have one at 39th 

Street. 
Q: Why does everyone on the island have to be wakened in the middle of the night by the siren when it may or may 

not be an island wide emergency? 
A: There are three ways of communication.  Several years ago the Borough subscribed to a dispatch system coming 

across cell phones.  This has a 3 to 4 minute delay.  The Borough has volunteer firemen who may not be in a 
position to hear a page.  Pagers may not go off because of atmospheric interference.  The siren is only used for 
fire alarms.  It will not be shut off. 

Q: What about a dog park on the beach? 
Stone Harbor allows dogs on the beach after 7 p.m.  Has Avalon thought about this? 
We need a dog run for dogs to exercise.  There are several thousand on the island on any given week and 

nowhere to exercise off leash.  Dog runs build the community. 
A: The Mayor stated that dogs will not be let on the beach. Since people do not always pick up after their dogs there 

is always the possibility of beach goers coming in contact with fecal material that has been left behind.   
There is no room in Avalon to build a dog park. 

Q: There is no rhyme or reason to the madness to the yellow lines at the corners.  They are all different.  Why not 
have lines for parking? 
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A: The curb lines are all uniform at 25 or 50 feet.  If they are not contact the Department of Public Works.  The 
distances are set by NJ DOT.  If the Borough were to reduce these distances it would compromise its ability to 
obtain NJ DOT grant money. 

Q: Are there any plans to change the current Master Plan in Avalon? 
A: The Plan has to be reviewed every seven years.  It is currently being revisited by Planning Board. 
Q: What is the status of the Coastal Engineering Task Force looking at solutions for the north end beaches? 
A: The Mayor stated that several preliminary drafts of a report that was prepared by a coastal engineering firm 

based in Louisiana have been reviewed.  A final report is expected in September that will give options.  Hard 
structures being considered include a groyne system and an artificial reef.  The hot spot on the beach varies 
between 11th and 26th Streets depending on conditions caused by the current exiting the inlet round the 8th 
Street jetty.  A hard structure will be very expensive and will require the U.S Corps of Engineers to modify their 50 
year plan to help pay for it. 

Q: Does the Borough monitor construction sites?  There are two on our street this year – pigpens, nails and screws 
on my property, one flat tire, cigarette butts, boards, and all manner of trash.  Four construction trailers were on 
the street on the July 4 weekend.  Daily trash is at the beach entrance from construction sites. 

A: The Mayor stated that the Construction department has issued hundreds of citations this year.  If you see a 
problem call the police, the Construction Office or the Mayor’s Office.   
Q: Could an indoor pool be built on available land for use of property owners on the off season making Avalon a 

year round resort for retirees?  
A: It is necessary to find a place to build a pool and to come up with the money to construct and maintain it. 
Q: Besides hiring a consultant, how will the Borough really deal with the Affordable Housing requirements? 
A: The Mayor stated that the COAH requirements are based on the Mount Laurel decision.  The Supreme Court 

has turned the situation over to the Superior Court in each county which has assigned a judge to come up with the 
number of affordable houses in each community.  Avalon has filed a declaratory judgement to stop a Builder’s 
Remedy situation from occurring in the Borough.  The Borough has hired a consultant in Princeton to review the 
situation.  Only one community in the state has an approved plan.  Barrier islands have no year round jobs, no 
transportation and it would be difficult to evacuate these people in an emergency.  It is expected that many more 
lawsuits will come. 

Q: Why do you allow mulch and leaf-bearing trees in Avalon when they plug the storm sewers during heavy rain 
storms? 

A: People want shade trees so regulation is not feasible.  The DPW does a great job of clearing drains after 
storms.  The mandatory use of stones would result in a greater use of weed killers that would eventually find their 
way into the bay affecting the habitat.  If there was no mulch on the Dune Drive islands they would become infested 
with weeds.  Trees and grass held absorb water and to cool the environment. 
 

Bob Hoesly stated that AHLOA will continue to work with the Borough to make Avalon the best place on the shore.  He 

asked that members pass their concerns to AHLOA so they can be worked on. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 

The next meeting will held on Saturday, September 12, at 10:00 a.m. in the Avalon Senior Center. 

Brian E. Reynolds 

Secretary 

 


