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AVALON HOME AND LAND OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

2016 ANNUAL MEETING 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

The President introduced Commander Joseph Meuse, Cape May U.S. Coast Guard Training 
Center. Commander Meuse gave a summary of his service experience in the Coast Guards.  He pointed 
out that the 42,000 Coast Guards are equivalent to the fourth largest navy in the world.  He discussed 
various aspects of the Coast Guard functions: 

Military.  Coast Guards are deployed around the world in eleven statutory locations. 

Law enforcement. 

Humanitarian.  This includes search and rescue.  Rescue stations are manned by junior enlisted 
personnel 

Protection of sea and ecosystems. 

Regulators to ensure the safety of mariners. 

They are part of the Navy in war and today assist HSA.  There is a bridge between the 
Department of Defense and the HSA.  

Cape May has about 1000 recruits of whom 100 graduate weekly.  Training is an 8-week 
program.  The Training Center Cape May is the birthplace of the Coast Guard Enlisted Corps.  It is the 
center for Regional and National Operations and is a Community Partner.  It is the largest base in the 
Coast Guards.   

The Commander gave a list of community impact functions.  Included is the 3rd Annual Coast 
Guard Community Festival, May 5-7, 2017. 

Cape May will be the future port for three new cutters which are expected to arrive between 
November 2016 and January 2017 that will be working in the local area.  The base will be the future 
home to the Coast Guard Enlisted Memorial. 

Personnel are stationed overseas to ensure that ships leaving foreign ports meet U. S. standards.  
The vessels are tracked at sea.  They are doing a good job countering drug importation by sea. 

In answer to a question the Commander mentioned that there is 17% attrition of recruits.  The 
main reason is because of medical problems; next is poor physical fitness.  Less than 1% quit or are fired.  
Between 15 and 30% of the recruits are women. 
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STATE OF THE BOROUGH 

In the absence of the Mayor, Business Manager Scott Wahl gave an outline of the financial 
situation of the Borough.   

The budget totals $26.8 million.  $3.25 million is being spent on capital improvements.  There 
was a $4.1 million surplus in 2015.  Avalon has an AAA rating and has one of the lowest tax rates in New 
Jersey.  Rateables increased by almost $16.5 million in 2015.  The Beach Utility Fund cannot make a 
profit. 

The annual audit of the budget has been made and no recommendations for improvement were 
made for the tenth year. 

The Police Department got a second 3-year accreditation in 2016.   

The Environmental Commission has put in a great deal of time and effort.  An educational feature 
is the beach/dune trail at 44th to 48th Streets.  Along the trail is mapping, photos and a large educational 
component.  There is a website for children avalonbeachanddunetrail.com where children can play a 
game and learn about the dunes.  There will be a dune grass planting on October 1. 

Public Works successfully completed a sand back-passing project.  The October storm and storm 
Jonas did considerable damage.  DPW moved about 50,000 cubic yards of sand to the north end beaches 
in a 24/7 project that saved about $100,000 over having the work done by a contractor. 

The next hydraulic beach fill should be carried out between October 2016 and March 2017.  
Negotiations are underway with NJ DEP and US COE for additional volumes of sand to be placed on the 
beach.  Federal authorities have guaranteed 145,000 cubic yards of sand. 

Moffit and Nichols have been consulted about a solution to sand back-passing.  A final report on 
steps that can be taken is expected soon. 

Ocean Drive (a County Road) will be resurfaced between 29th and 62nd Streets in 2017.  All 
handicap ramps will be replaced and there will be a slight elevation from 31st to 40th Streets to alleviate 
nuisance flooding.  Updates on the project will be on the Borough website.  There will also be a total 
sewer repair on Ocean Drive. 

The final work on the back-bay dredging project will be done this fall.  Dredging will occur 
between 73rd and 75th Streets in the 3rd Avenue Waterway, in Graven’s Thorofare, Long Reach, Whale 
Harbor and at Bay Park Marina. 

The Borough has participated with AHLOA in developing the bike safety program.  Children at the 
school have developed a video on bike safety that is shown at the Beach movie programs. 

The Borough has applied to the Cape May County Open Space Program for support of a new NJ 
DOT approved bike route including signage and “Share the Road” information. 

Very important to Avalon is the Emergency Management Program.  Avalonemergency.org gives 
information on every emergency as it arises.  If you do not get calls let the Borough know by registering 
through the Borough website (www.avalonboro.net).   

The Borough recognizes the efforts of Norman Gluckman, Library Director, who will be retiring in 
September.  He has done a tremendous job for the Library over the last 10 years.  He will be replaced by 
Erin Brown who served in the Atlantic City Library System. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q: What resulted at the August 9 Planning/Zoning Board hearing on the proposal for the 
Boutique Hotel? 

http://www.avalonboro.net/
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A: The Board denied the request for the hotel. 

Q: Has the proposed development of the Avalon Anchorage Marina for 8 new homes been 
approved by Zoning? 

A: No decision has been made on the proposed.  Several legal problems arose at the July 
meeting.  The Board is awaiting word from the applicant. 

Q: Biking doesn’t seem to be enforced.  Bikes on the boardwalk after 10, on sidewalks, in the 
middle of the road, etc. 

A: Police Chief William McCormick stated that one problem is the Saturday changeover in 
visitors whereby the new comers are not necessarily aware of the requirements.  The police encourage 
people to follow the rules.  There have been 700 bicycle violations this year.  People appear to obey the 
laws when the police are around and not when they are not. 

Q: What are the plans to replace the dunes in Townsend Inlet? 

A: Some dune replacement was done in Townsend Inlet before the US COE work in 2004.  The 
area is under the control of the Corps. 

Q: What is going on with the 5th Avenue Dock? Tell us about the 5th Ave dock, i.e., the 
completion date (20th & 5th)? Why is it taking so long to repair the dock on 20th and 5th on the bay?  The 
storm was in January.   

A: A contract to replace the bulkhead has been awarded and work will probably be done in 
early September.  Replacement of the dock will probably be covered under FEMA.  It is hoped to do this 
work after the bulkhead is completed since the process in this case is different. 

Q: Will handicap cuts ever be100% done?  Some are, but across the street has not.  Pushing a 
wheelchair is difficult some places in town. 

A: Council has required Hatch, Mott McDonald (the Borough engineer) to review a number of 
streets each year prior to resurfacing.  When the work is done the cuts are reviewed.  In the 29th to 62nd 
Street project cuts will be updated in the process. 

Q: 53rd Street marina, will the electric company repair grass and replace trees? 

A: Yes.   

Q: Will you address the damage that is done to the donor beach by back passing, e.g., 
ponding? 

 I have a concern:  Sand moving equipment on 35-36th beaches when beach goers (children) 
are on the beach seemed to be a serious safety issue.  Shouldn’t that actively be handled before or after 
beach hours? 

A: Some of the ponding issues at 35th/36th were not due to sand back-passing according to the 
Borough consultant.  The littoral current moves sand south along the beach and causes sand bars to 
occur just off shore.  Working when people are on the beach is necessary.  If work were only done 
outside of “beach hours” the work would not have been completed in time.  

Q: Is it possible to put more trash cans around Veteran’s Plaza.  It appears there is a trash 
issue in the area? 

A: Bill Macomber (Avalon DPW) was in agreement with the suggestion. 

Q: While I understand the need for increased capacity and reliability I wonder why we needed 
to triple the existing electric capacity – less capacity would require shorter poles? 
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A: Less capacity could have resulted in additional work being done in the future.  If the new 
substation had not been constructed the old poles would not have been able to provide the necessary 
power.  Due to larger houses and increased use of electrical facilities more power is needed.  The steel 
poles are transmission poles, the wooden poles are for distribution. 

Q: Will the Recreation Department consider evening programs for teenagers?  It may possibly cut 
down on the bike gangs on the streets. 

A: The single biggest challenge is to provide activity opportunities for ‘teens’ and ‘tweens’.  If you 
know of steps that are being taken in other communities please contact the Recreation Department. 
  

Q: What about flooding between 7th and 29th on Dune Drive?  Also the bottom of 21st and Ocean 
always floods.  

A: Avalon cannot prevent flooding due to rising tidal waters.  The Borough has a very detailed 
Storm Management Plan in place.  The Borough is trying to work out additional components.  A new 
pump station has been installed in the 70’s to alleviate flooding in that area.  Studies are being carried 
out in other areas. 

 

  

 

 

 


