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FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 
This is my first message as your newly 

elected President and gives me the 
opportunity to thank you for the confidence 
you have shown in me by this election. I will 
try to live up to your expectations.  

The summer of 2017 has been a 
memorable one. Good weather conditions 
along with a superb beach (thanks to the 
spring beach replenishment) have provided 
many with great memories.  

During the coming year we want to focus 
on increasing awareness of AHLOA – the 
voice of Avalon’s property owners. 
Hopefully, increased awareness will result in 
increased membership. At the same time we 
will continue to focus on the Bike Safety 
Initiative which began in 2016.  

We are also grateful to our newly 
elected Trustees, who have agreed to serve 
for a three year term ending in 2020. A 
warm welcome on behalf of the membership 
to our new Trustees: Lynn Cruser, Tony 

Newshel, and Ben Simone. We will all 
benefit from their experience and insights,  

In closing, a reminder that all are 
welcome at our monthly meetings on the 
second Saturday of the month at Avalon’s 
Senior Center, next to the firehouse with 
plenty of parking. Our next meeting is on the 
14th October. Come out, join us, and meet 
more of your neighbors. The second 
Saturday of November falls on Veterans 
Day this year so we will not meet but 
encourage everyone to attend the Borough’s 
Ceremony at Veterans Plaza at 21st and 
Dune Drive starting shortly before 11:00 AM.  

Thank you for your membership and 
your continuing support.  

Jack Keenan  
President, AHLOA 
 
 

AHLOA ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The President, Mike Matt, introduced 

Dale Foster, Cape May County Engineer.  
He outlined that there were problems in the 



County with the bridges, and roads among 
others.  

There are 27 bridges in the County and 
more than half are over 1000 feet long.  By 
comparison Atlantic County has many more 
bridges but only one exceeds 1000 feet.  (A 
bridge is defined as a structure over 20 feet 
long.)  The most critical problems with 
bridges are “structurally deficient”, for 
example, there is a load posting on the 
bridge; or that it is an old bridge and with 
poor under clearance. 

Each bridge is inspected every two 
years, however, bridges with a rating of 4 or 
less must be inspected annually.  The 
underwater structures are inspected every 
four years.  If scouring becomes critical the 
inspection is done every two years and after 
a major storm.  Federal agencies pay 
$250,000 annually for bridge inspections.  
Of the bridges in the County: 

One bridge is closed (it is a one lane 
structure built in 1901); 

Two are in poor condition – one has 
been repaired and will be upgraded; 

Five are in fair condition; 
Seven are satisfactory; and 
Eight are in good condition.  
Undermining has occurred on the east 

side of the main bridge into Avalon.  Work 
will be done to repair this in 2018.  There 
are many patches on the surface of the 
bridge and repairs, which will cost about 
$4.5 million, may start in the fall of 2018.  
Repairs would be carried out on one lane at 
a time using water to remove the concrete.  
The water would be collected and taken to a 
waste water treatment plant 

The Townsend Inlet Bridge was 
designed for a 17 1/2 ton load in 1939.  The 
structural girders of the moveable spans 
were replaced in 2014/2015.  In April 2017 
there were issues with pilings, one of which 
had broken free. It was necessary to put two 
160 foot pilings on the bay-side.  To do this 
it was necessary to move rick rack stone 
around the piers to effect repairs. 

The Middle Thorofare Bridge at Cape 
May has a moveable span that is only 50 
feet wide.  It has about 4500 openings each 
year and about seven vessels impact the 
bridge each year.  The bridge is structurally 
deficient.  It will take about ten years to go 
through the whole process to replace this 
bridge. 

Many projects have to be carried out on 
the Commission bridges.  At the Townsend 
Inlet Bridge the bridge railing has to be 
replaced.  Work has to be done on the 
underwater substructure and replacement of 
the submarine cable. 

The cost to replace the four Commission 
bridges is greater than $500 million. 

Funding for bridge repairs is a major 
problem.  The County gets $1 million 
annually from the state.  There is 
discretionary aid as well as county funds. 

The County will be resurfacing Ocean 
Drive between 28th and 62nd Streets.  Some 
drainage work has to be done between 62nd 
and 50th Streets.  Resurfacing will start in 
the fall of 2017 at 62nd Street and will get to 
42nd Street by Christmas and will then be 
suspend because of the cold.  More 
drainage work has to be done in the mid 
40’s blocks.  Work should be completed by 
May 2018. 

In answer to questions Dale Foster 
stated: 

- Work between 62nd and 80th Streets 
depends on a new pumping station 
at 78th Street. 

- The County is seeking funding for 
traffic lights at the Garden State 
Parkway and Avalon Boulevard. 

 
 
The Mayor, Martin L. Pagliughi, 

summarized the financial status of the 
Borough.  The budget is $28.7 million, which 
is an increase of $1,469,000 over the 
previous year.  Avalon has the lowest tax 
rate in the State with a local rate of 22.6 
cents per $100 assessed value.  The total 
tax rate is 51 cents per $100 assessed 
value.  The ratable base increased by $72 
million in the last year. 

Road improvements will account for 
$550,000 expenses; the 30th Street Park will 
cost $75,000.  The cost of repairing the 8th 
Street jetty will be $1,850,000 which will be 
paid by FEMA. 

New Public Works equipment will 
account for $126,000, to be paid by the 
Borough. 

Avalon is the only coastal town in New 
Jersey with an AAA bond rating.  The 
Borough is working to get a 30% discount in 
flood insurance. The municipal health 
benefit package has been reworked to save 



$250,000. 
Avalon received a 900,000 cubic yard 

beach fill that cost Avalon $750,000.  The 
Federal government paid $8 million.  The 
US Fish and Wild Life has classified the 
Hereford Inlet as coming under the Coastal 
Barrier Resources program, which was 
waived in 2001, however it was 
implemented this year.  This has affected 
the beach fills in Stone Harbor and Avalon. 

It will be possible to purchase seasonal 
beach tags using a cell phone app. 

Avalon is participating in a new 
private/public partnership to study flooding 
along Ocean Drive.  The program will 
provide exact data on normal tides, lunar 
tides and flooding events.  Avalon is 
conducting a drainage study for the north 
end beach blocks (11th to 25th Street). 

The park at 30th Street and the beach 
will be completely rebuilt with a playground 
and the ability to have concerts, etc.  The 
County Open Space Program has been 
approached for $2 million in funds for the 
project. 

There is now a new code enforcement 
system which can be accessed from the 
Borough website.  Trailers must be in front 
of construction sites. 

The requirements for the landscaping 
contract are being reworked with more 
features to be added.  In addition the 
contract for trash/recycling is also being 
reworked.  The property reassessment 
process will be completed. 

 
 

Questions and answers from the Annual 
Meeting 
 

Questions were entertained from the 
attendees.  Some of the questions and 
answers are summarized below: 
 

Q: If we add a room to our house must 
the entire structure be raised? 

A: John Tracy stated that if the cost of 
the work is more than 50% of the value 
of the structure, not the land, then the 
house would have to be raised to meet 
the new flood requirements. 

Q: Are there any restrictions in Avalon 
zoning laws regarding how close 
swimming pools, pumps and filters may 
be placed close to a neighbor’s borders? 

A: Yes.  Zoning Officer Jeff Hesley 
stated that since 2008 pools, pumps and 
heaters have the same setback.  For 
non-bay front property the set back is 9 
feet.  From bay front property the 
setback is 15 feet from the bulkhead and 
9 feet from the property line. 

Q: What is being done about skunks? 

A: Nothing is being done borough wide. 
 If you have a problem call the Avalon 
Police Department or the Mayor’s office 
and animal control will take care of the 
situation... 

Q: What is being done about the 
increased use of alcohol on the beach 
and the increased use of loud music on 
the beach? 

A: Alcohol is not permitted on the 
beach.  If the beach patrol sees a 
situation they will call the police 
department.  If you see a situation report 
it to the lifeguards.  They have radios 
and will bring the police to the beach. 

Q: Why aren’t contractor trailers made 
to park the correct way on the street? 

A: Trailers are supposed to be parked 
in the direction of traffic.  If there is a 
situation go on the new website and 
complain.  The police will take care of 
the situation.  Trailers are licensed 
vehicles and follow the same laws as 
cars. 

Q: About bike safety.  The bikes are out 
of control.  I have never seen police stop 
a bike rider with a cell phone in his hand. 
 Pedestrians are so used to walking off 
the curb in front of cars – they don’t 
seem to notice when there is a traffic 
light and expect cars to stop on green. 

A: This is the year of warning bike 
riders.  To date over 2000 warnings 
have been given out.  Next year will be 
the year of the ticket.  Special bike 
patrols and parking officers are 
concentrating on bike safety. 

Q: Will beach tags be required for 
beach users at 57th Street kayak area? 

A: No.  

Q: In spite of all the new construction, 
which raises the tax base, why are our 
taxes rising? 

A: Tax increases have been held to a 
minimum.  Fixed costs, e.g., gas, electric 
insurance, etc. can’t be controlled by the 



Borough.  We try to keep increases as 
low as possible. 

Q: What is the status of COAH?  What 
will Avalon have to do to comply if 
the law is enforced? 

A: Avalon has no affordable housing 
areas. 

Q: Surfside Park is great!  How do we 
handle lost parking spaces? 

A: Under the present design we may 
not be losing any parking spaces.  There 
will be additional bike racks and 
pedestrian access to the boardwalk. 

 Q: What is the time line for Surfside 
Park? 

A: This will start this September with 
construction starting in 2018.  The job 
should be complete in 2019. 

Q: What about flooding between 7th and 
29th Streets on Dune Drive?  Also the 
area of 21st and Ocean always floods. 

A:  Avalon cannot prevent flooding due 
to rising tidal waters.  The Borough has 
a very detailed Storm Management Plan 
in place and is trying to work out 
additional components.  A new pumping 
station has been installed in the 70’s to 
alleviate flooding in that area.  Studies 
are being carried out in other areas.   

Q: Flooding on the 21st Street beach 
block.  Pumps did not go on at the 22nd 
Street station? 

A: The Ocean Drive project (south of 
30th Street) should eliminate most of the 
flooding in that area.  The majority of the 
flood sensors being used in the flood 
studies will be placed on Ocean Drive 
and up into side streets.  These will 
show the causes of flooding.  There is 
no quick fix until data is obtained.  The 
Borough Engineer is looking into 
aspects of the north end flooding 
adjacent to the beach – hydrology, 
capacity of the pump station, etc. 

 
 

Officers and Trustees for 2017-2020 
 

The Officers and Trustees elected for 
the year 2016/2017 are: 

President – Michael Matt 
Vice Presidents – Chuck O’Hara 
Jim Thatcher, 
Vice President, Programs – Eileen 
Donovan 

Treasurer – John Bell 
Secretary - Brian Reynolds 

 
Trustee (term ending 2018) 
Maureen Corrigan, Marty 
Kindsvatter, Anne Oberg, Nancy 
Runzer, Frank Short. 
 
Trustee (term ending 2019): 
Monica Coskey, John Cuthbert, 
David Knoche, Joseph Reese, 
Ramona Sanabria. 
 
Trustee (ending 2020): 
 
Lynn Cruser, Joseph Dvorak, Mike 
Matt, Tony Newshel, Ben Simone. 
 

 

OCEAN DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION 
 
Work is to continue on the Ocean Drive 

project.  The County should be starting to 
resurface between 62nd and 42nd Streets 
shortly and plan to finish before the end of 
the year.  Between 42nd and 29th Streets will 
probably be resurfaced in early 2018 with 
the job being finished by mid-May. 

Additional information, as it becomes 
available, can be obtained from the Borough 
website www.avalonboro.org . 

 
 

SOUTH JERSEY GAS PROJECT 
 
South Jersey Gas plans to start a major 

infrastructure improvement project to 
increase reliability and safety by replacing 
the steel pipe that is currently in place with 
plastic pipe.  Over 2,000 feet of pipe will be 
replaced and about 450 customers will be 
affected.  The project will be coordinated 
with the sewer/resurfacing project on Ocean 
Drive. 

As connections are made to homes 
there will be an interruption of service to 
customers that will last 2 to 5 hours.  
Customers do not have to be present for 
gas shut offs, but will have to have someone 
present for the resumption of gas service. 

Additional information can be obtained 
from the Borough website 
www.avalonboro.org . 

 

FLOODING 

http://www.avalonboro.org/
http://www.avalonboro.org/


 
The Borough has joined with 

representatives from the Stockton University 
Coastal Research Center to place flood 
sensors at 15 locations in Avalon that will 
calculate the amount of flooding and rainfall 
the Borough receives during coastal storm 
and flooding events. 

Flood sensors have been placed at key 
locations along Ocean Drive, two tide 
gauges at Avalon Avenue and Dune Drive 
and at two beachfront street ends as well as 
other locations.  Information from the 
sensors will be downloaded by Stockton 
University over the course of at least one 
year. 

During the off season the Borough will 
install a pumping station to alleviate 
nuisance flooding at 78th Street and Ocean 
Drive.  The Borough has also authorized 
and emergency hydrologic study by its 
engineers in the north end beach front due 
to unusual heavy rain events this summer. 

Avalon has achieved a 25 percent 

discount on flood insurance premiums for 
property owners in the Borough through the 
Federal Government’s Community Rating 
System. 

 

Dates to note on your calendar: 

 

Second Saturday of each month – Avalon 
Senior Center at 10:00 a.m., Trustees 
meeting.  All members are welcome to 
attend.  Scheduled Speakers are: 

October 8, - Guest Speaker will be a 
representative from Cape Regional Care. 

November 11, - There will be no meeting on 
this date because of the Veteran’s Day 
ceremony in the Borough. 

December 9, - Bill Macomber, Director, 
Avalon Public Works 

Friday, November 24 – Festive Friday, 
11:00a.m.-6:00p.m. Avalon Business 
District. 
Tree lighting ceremony, Veterans Plaza, 
5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Organization Day Time Location 

Council Work Sessions 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 4:00 p.m. Borough Hall 

Regular Council Meeting 2nd & 4th Wednesdays Following Work Session Borough Hall 

Planning/Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Borough Hall 

Environmental 
Commission 

3rd Tuesday 4:00 p.m. Borough Hall 

AHLOA General Meeting 2nd Saturday  10:00 a.m. Senior Citizen Center 

AHLOA Annual Meeting 2nd Saturday in August 9:30 a.m. Community Hall 

Chamber of Commerce 1st Wednesday 5:30 p.m. As announced 

Community Library Board 2nd Thursday 4:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m., June, July, 
August 

Library Meeting Room 

Avalon Lions Club 3rd Thursday As announced As announced 

Avalon Civic Club 4th Monday (April-Oct.) 12:30 p.m. Community Hall 

Avalon Garden Club 3rd Tuesday (Sept.-June) 9:30 a.m. Community Hall 

Avalon Senior Citizens 2nd Tuesday (Sept.-June) 12 Noon As announced 

American Legion 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m. Legion Hall (Stone 
Harbor) 

Avalon Board of 
Education 

3rd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. School General Purpose 
Room 

 


