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LET’S START WITH TAXES AND TAX RATES

-Avalon municipal tax rate is 19.9 cents per $100 of assessed 

valuation.  This is the lowest municipal rate in Cape May 

County, among the lowest in the State of New Jersey.

-Your tax bill includes five taxes, only two of which are under 

the Borough government’s control:  Municipal, Library, Open 

Space, County, and School.  The Open Space and County taxes 

are set by the County; voters approve or disapprove of school 

budgets.

-Avalon’s combined tax rate is 48.8 cents per $100 of assessed 

valuation.  This is the lowest combined tax rate of any 

developed community in the State of New Jersey.



WHAT FACTORS IN TO THE MUNICIPAL TAX 
RATE?

-Assessment of properties in Avalon.  The recent reassessment 

showed $8.93 billion in ratables.  Additional assessments this 

year for new homes, etc, added another $97 million as of 

October 1st, giving Avalon $9 billion in value, first time ever

-Avalon has over 20 Shared Services Agreements/Privatization 

contracts which saves money, including trash collection, 

landscaping, joint dispatch, vehicle fleet maintenance, etc.

-Avalon Council puts greater down payments on capital 

projects than required, and has regular capital improvement 

programs for streets and infrastructure.

-Avalon is aggressive with capturing grant funding from other 

sources for beach fills, street construction, park construction



AVALON HAS AAA BOND RATING FROM BOTH 
MOODY’S AND S&P FOR MORE THAN TEN 

YEARS RUNNING

When Avalon has to go out for bonding, we save hundreds of thousands of dollars due to AAA bond ratings.  

Standard and Poor’s confirmed Avalon’s rating on October 8th, and stated “…Avalon has a very strong 

institutional framework score…and very strong liquidity”



LET’S LOOK AT THE AVALON BEACHES

-Borough conducted a backpassing project in Spring, 2018.  

We experienced five nor’easters in March-early April.  

Pictured is 11th Street beach on March 21st, and the same 

beach eight weeks later.

-Borough has two borrow areas, one generally located south 

of the Fishing Pier and north of bird management area, one 

just south of the bird management area.

-Backpassing allows for an immediate, affordable transport 

of sand that was placed on our north end beaches and 

moved south, as the natural littoral drift in Avalon is in a 

north to south direction.

-It takes approximately six months to even get permits 

for/put out to bid a hydraulic fill; backpassing extends the 

life of a hydraulic fill



HOW ARE OUR BEACHES CURRENTLY?

Dr. Stewart Farrell surveys our beaches four times annually.  The most recent survey showed accretion of the 

beaches from offshore due to summer prevailing winds and currents.  We gained 168,877 cubic yards of 

beach above the zero elevation datum.  A hydraulic fill is not expected for 2019, but another series of 

nor’easter storm events like last year may require another backpassing project.  Mother Nature is the 

controlling factor.



CAPITAL PROJECT/SOUTH JERSEY GAS 
PHASE 2 AND 3

-South Jersey Gas is conducting two additional phases of 

a resiliency project, replacing steel gas mains from the 

1960s with high pressure gas main service.

-Two projects generally run in the northeast quadrant of 

the Borough, from 37th Street north to 7th Street in the area 

of First and Avalon Avenues.

-Projects ordered by the New Jersey Board of Public 

Utilities for seashore communities after Sandy.

-Often, gas leaks are numerous after a major storm event 

which delays re-entry into the community.

-Customers will be contacted individually, and streets 

will be repaved to the crown of the roadway.



CAPITAL PROJECT—SURFSIDE PARK

Contract awarded to Fred M. Schiavone Construction of Malaga.  Playground equipment has been removed, 

construction is underway.  The Park will be substantially completed by the middle of May, 2019.  Avalon 

received a $2 million grant from the Cape May County Open Space Program for this project.



CAPITAL PROJECT—ROAD 
RECONSTRUCTION

Avalon is repairing three streets during the offseason.  They include:

-20th Street, First Avenue to the beach (two blocks)

-40th Street, Fourth Avenue to Ocean Drive (one block)

-35th Street, Ocean Drive to Dune Drive (Avalon received a large State grant for this project)



COUNTY CAPITAL UPDATE/TOWNSEND’S
INLET BRIDGE

-$8.5 million contraction to Agate Construction to 

essentially reconstruct the Avalon side of the bridge.

-Work expected to be Monday through Saturday, no work on 

Sunday.

-Anticipated reopening of the bridge is Memorial Day 

weekend, 2019.

-Seven spans will be replaced with four spans

-Six supporting piers will be replaced with three piers 

(during inspection, one didn’t touch the bottom of the Inlet

-All in water work must be completed by February 28, 2019



BOROUGH INITIATIVES-REVISING 
CONSTRUCTION ORDINANCE

-Council continues review of Chapters 7 and 20 regulating 

hours and practices of allowable construction.

-Council is looking favorably upon a “Stop Work Order” 

that would stop a job for repeated violations or for a safety 

issue not immediately corrected.

-Council is considering the prohibition of construction on 

certain holidays, shortening the allowable hours of 

construction in-season including no construction Sundays 

and indoor construction Saturdays

-Council is looking at options regarding the management 

of job sites, including impact on streets and 

neighborhoods.

-Mayor has committed to continuing the practice of 

expanded Code Enforcement hours and powers.



ASSESSING IMPACT ON PLASTICS IN THE                    
NEW JERSEY MARINE ENVIRONMENT

-In 2017, 373,686 pieces of trash and plastics collected on New Jersey beaches by volunteers

-84.46% of all debris collected were plastics materials; 1/3 of all material collected were single 

use plastics

-Over 29,000 plastic shopping bags, and single use plastic bags were collected

-Nearly 13,000 plastic straws were collected, consisting of 8% of the total debris

-Over 4,000 plastic forks, knives and spoons were collected

-These numbers reflect only two calendar days of collections in 2017

**Important to note that these numbers reflect only what was collected during beach sweeps in New 

Jersey, and do not include the plastics that wind up in the trash cans, collected on other days outside 

of beach sweeps, or found in the bay waters.  That trash elevates these numbers exponentially**



BOROUGH INITIATIVE-AVALON CLEAN 
WATER INITIATIVE

-Merchants’ use of plastic bags, plastic straws, and Styrofoam containers prohibited as of June 1, 2019; some 

exceptions in the ordinance (newspaper delivery bags, bait, etc)

-Borough work with Wetlands Institute on additional monofilament disposal locations

-”Take it Out, Bring it In” messaging for boaters

-Note:  New Jersey Legislature is considering a very similar law much like ours; it attempted to tax plastic 

bags but after much outcry, was eventually vetoed by Governor Phil Murphy



2018/2019 INITIATIVES MOVING FORWARD

-Avalon will be reviewed on December 11, 2018 by FEMA for our Flood Management Program; we have 

added a Watershed Management Plan to our activities.  Goal is to move from a Class 5 to a 4, increasing 

discounts on flood insurance.

-With the legalization of recreational marijuana imminent, Planning  Board and Council may look at 

ordinance changes prohibiting storefronts from selling marijuana in Avalon.

-Contract negotiations with police and rescue bargaining units.

-Budget meetings to be held through the end of the year to draft 2019 municipal budget.



AVALON FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY DOES IT 
AGAIN, 11 YEARS RUNNING!

The Avalon Free Public Library has earned a five-star rating 

from “Library Journal” for the 11th consecutive year.

-Only a handful of libraries have earned five-stars for 11 

consecutive years (a few dozen nationwide)

-7,361 libraries were rated in 2018, and only 257 earned any 

“stars” at all from Library Journal



LONGTIME FRIENDS LEAVING, NEW 
FRIENDS ARRIVING

-Municipal Clerk Marie Hood and Assistant to the Administrator Carol Mengel both retiring on February 1, 

2019.  Danielle Nollett will ascend to Municipal Clerk; Kimberly Mastriana will move to the Administration 

wing.

-Eryn Chobert is training for Construction Clerk, replacing Kristen Gannon, who moves to Deputy Municipal 

Clerk; Anna Spies is training to be the new Licensing Clerk.

-Avalon Tax Assessor and Zoning Official Jeffrey Hesley is retiring as of April 1, 2019 and the Borough will 

interview for both positions.



THANK YOU FOR AHLOA’S SUPPORT AND HELP 
WITH MAKING AVALON A GREAT PLACE TO 

LIVE AND VACATION!


