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JANUARY 2018 – NINA RANALLI 

Nina Ranalli is Director of the Avalon History Center. 

Ms. Ranalli stated that the Center is located on 39th Street. It was opened in 2001 in a house that 
was relocated from Stone Harbor. It is now a branch of the Free Public Library.  

The Center is collecting anything to do with the history of Avalon. It makes and rotates exhibits. It 
now has a presentation commemorating the 125th anniversary of the Borough. The landscape of the 
Borough is different now as compared to when the Borough was formed. There is an 1889 oil painting 
that was done by a resident. There are exhibits of the police and emergency response teams from earlier 
years.  

There is a room dedicated to the Beach Patrol that contains a boat dated from 1925. Another 
exhibit is the history of Avalon in the 1940's that includes businesses that are no longer present.  

The Center puts on a series of programs on the first Saturday of each month. In February there 
will be a performance by a barber's shop quartet. In the summer there will be a number of programs as 
well as a clam shell pitch on the third Thursday of the month.  

The Center is involved in the Veteran's Banner program on Dune Drive from Memorial Day to 
Veteran's Day each year. The people represented were Avalon residents.  

A program has been started to recognize houses that are more than fifty years old. The house 
has to be visually similar to the original. An application for inclusion in the program is available and an 
award is given.  

This summer there will be a three part history Avalon - early years, 1929 to 1962 and 1963 to 
2018. Also being developed is an exhibit on Avalon players which celebrates a 50th anniversary in 2018.  

In answer to questions it was stated that there is a library containing books on the history of 
Avalon and Cape May County. There is also some genealogy data available. 

The Center hours are 10 - 4 Monday to Saturday in winter and 10 - 4 seven days a week in 
summer.  

 

 

 

 

 


