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 BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORTS  

Please note there is not a report given each month  

May 2018 - The Borough has been awarded a NJDOT grant of$160,000 towards the cost of 
reconstructing 35th Street.  

South Jersey Gas Company has completed their system upgrade with the installation of 22,000 
linear feet of new gas distribution service. A new ordinance has been passed governing Peddlers and 
Hawkers operating in the Borough. There were some complaints that the regulations were not 
restrictive enough.  

The back-passing project is in full swing and is proceeding according to plan. In Public 
Comments concerns have been expressed about the ponding that has occurred in the past when back 
passing has been carried out. [At this AHLOA meeting a member suggested that the New Jersey coastal 
communities should get together and form a  
dredging company that would carry out hydraulic dredging every time beach fills were needed at the  
barrier islands].  

The Borough is one of four municipalities each awarded a $20,000 grant by the Sustainable 
New Jersey program which in Avalon's case would be used a terrapin friendly nesting area in Kayak 
Park.  

A draft version of the Borough's study of north end and beach block flooding in the event of 
heavy rains will be made public on May 22.  

 

March 2018 - - There was a discussion of the means for implementing DAS (Distributed Antenna 
System) Technology in Avalon. Cell phone service in A valon is provided using single antennas located  
on the water towers. Customers are demanding more frequency and power for their phones. The 
present system is running out of power and spectrum. This can be overcome by a system of 
strategically located lower power antennae located on top of power poles. A possible solution is to 
have telecommunications companies set up their own poles. The demand for service is much greater in 
summer in Avalon because of the greater population.  

There was a discussion on the Borough application for a $20,000 grant to the Sustainable New 
Jersey program for Kayak Park enhancements. The plan is to set up a terrapin refuge between the Bay 
Park Marina and the kayak area. The purpose is to cut down on the carnage on Ocean Drive during the 
nesting season. Council approved submitting the application. There will be discussions with neighbors 
and the Wetlands Institute if the grant is received.  

Approval was given to purchase a new emergency generator for Public Works. Also approved 
was payment of a $2500 assessment by the NJ Superior Court as final payment-for- COAH related 
obligations.  

February 2018 - On January 24, the Council Chamber was crowded with people attending the 
retirement of-Police Chief William McCormick and-the promotion of Jeff Christopher to Chief of Police. 
Several other officers were promoted.  
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During the summer the tennis courts are only lightly booked after noon so Council decided to  
eliminate fees for afternoon usage.  

It was reported that repaving of Ocean drive would be in two phases with the first beginning in  
February. Full repaving would be completed before Memorial Day.  

Stockton's evaluation of the damaged 7tJ1 Street jetty required the use of side scan radar. This  
survey would support the assessment that the damage was due to Storm Jonas thereby opening up  
the possibility of reimbursement from the State using FEMA funds.  

The Council will study the possibility of going on record in opposition to the legalized sale of 
marijuana.  

The Borough is in the final stage of the bidding process to acquire an emergency generator.  

January 2018 - At the meeting in December Scott Wahl and Jim Craft stated that the Borough is 
taking steps to make itself as immune as possible to cyberattacks. At the January meeting an outline 
was given of the schedule for the transformation of the play area into Surfside Park. The Borough has 
received a grant for this work. It is expected that the project will go out for bid in June with a start late 
in September 2018.  

Bayshore Landscaping was the low bidder and will continue to look after the Borough's 
landscape needs. It was reported that title search companies have been turning up deeds of properties 
in Avalon that contain ancient restrictions limiting dwellings to 2 stories in height These deed 
restrictions are causing problems when new owners apply for mortgages through banks.  

Council approved a resolution authorizing the execution of a one year professional services 
contract with the Wetlands Institute to provide, on an as need basis, consulting services in areas of 
ecological and environmental sciences  

December 2017 - At the November 21 Meeting there was a discussion regarding resolutions 

concerning Avalon's COAH obligations. To satisfy the courts Avalon and other shore municipalities have 

worked with the Fair Share Housing Center to come up with a realistic number of affordable housing units 

that must be provided by each municipality. Avalon's obligation has been reduced from 399 to 10. Council 

was presented with possible solutions to satisfy this obligation. Final acceptance of a proposed solution 

will have to be presented to the lower Court for their acceptance. It is felt that AHLOA needs to refine its 

understanding of the plan and to keep abreast of the probable use of an area for affordable housing units.  

It was reported that the State has agreed to change the status of the road running over the 

wetlands from Avalon Boulevard to the CDF from temporary to permanent. As a result Avalon has a 

permanent facility for dealing with future dredge spoils because they can be of-loaded by truck when the 

CDF gets full.  

The Cape May County Open Space Program has awarded Avalon close to $2 million towards the 

construction of Surfside Park and $70,000 for creation of new bike lanes on First and Avalon Avenues to 

reduce congestion on Dune Drive. Construction of the Park will start in September 2018.  

October 2017 - At the September 27 Meeting an update was given on the status of the water 
supply in Avalon. Middlesex Water Company keeps the water towers full during peak summer usage, 
put keeps them partially filled in the off season to prevent stagnation.  
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The administration has been authorized to apply for a grant to upgrade 35th and 68th Streets.  

Two applications have been made to the State's Open Space Program. One is for Surfside Park 
and the other for an expansion of the bike path.  

At the October 11 meeting Scott Taylor gave a presentation on the development of a pollinator 
habitat area at the northwest area of Armacost Park.  

Council has approved participation in the 2018 South Shore Organization. This promotes vacation 

destinations such as Avalon at Expositions in the northeastern United State 

September 2017 - Water and sewer rates will be increasing by about $50 per year later this year to 

offset increased fees paid by the Borough to MUA. The last increase was in 2012.  The Borough received 

an AAA Bond Rating from S&P.  The Borough website now includes a link to a site called Citizen Serve for 

registering complaints to the Code Enforcement officer, Paul Short, to act on as appropriate. The Borough 

is proceeding with an Ordinance prohibiting the intentional release of balloons or sky lanterns. They are 

known to adversely affect wildlife.  

 South Jersey Gas is planning a service improvement project in Avalon. It will be centered on Ocean 

Drive and off-shooting streets. The objective is to replace existing coated steel pipes with durable plastic 

pipes to reduce the incidence of gas leaks and to prevent water from getting into gas regulators.  The 

work will be closely coordinated with other ongoing work-on Ocean Drive. Gas lines right onto owners 

premises will be impacted and require service to be turned off and on.  The hazards in doing this are 

obvious and will require close coordination with owners.  Council took special interest in plans for 

repaving impacted streets.  

 There is currently no ordinance governing private fireworks displays. Presently permission must be 

granted by Council. The Fire Chief feels this is an undesirable situation and there seemed to be agreement 

that an Ordinance was needed.  

 The Mayor has received strong complaints about rain-storm induced flooding in the beach  blocks 

from 11 th to 23rd Streets. During a heavy rain storm on July 29 the pumping systems were overwhelmed 

and took until the next day for full relief to occur. A formal study has been commissioned to determine 

what is needed to prevent future flooding.  

 Council-voted to give the purchasing agent the task of preparing specifications and advertising for 

bids for the collection and disposal of solid waste and recyclables for a period of up to five years. A 

bargaining point with several disposal companies may include requiring residents to use special containers 

to help keep collection cost to a minimum.    

   

July 2017 - Borough Council has agreed to hold Council meetings on the second and fourth  

Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m. It was felt that this made it more convenient for non-resident 

Borough employees.  Council approved a resolution to define Ocean Drive rather than Dune Drive as the 

truck route for vehicles over 4 tons.  A request to sell land in Block 70 to a neighboring property owner 

was turned down.  There has been a discussion between the County and the Borough to put a rumble 



   

The Avalon Home and Land Owners Association  

 Post Office Box, Avalon, NJ 08202      ahloa.com  

strip down the center line of Avalon Boulevard with the intention of preventing traffic from wandering 

over the road. Council did not make a decision on the request.    
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June 2017 - The main agenda item at the May 24 Council meeting was in relation to a proposal to 

place water depth measuring devices around the Borough in those areas prone to nuisance flooding 

caused by tidal action and wind events. Each gauge would reside in an unobtrusive plastic pipe anchored 

in the ground. The Atlantic Coastal Coalition proposes to collect flood height data over a period of a year.  

The data would be correlated with tidal height measurements registered by tidal maxima at Atlantic City 

(which has high tide about 2 hours before Avalon). The information can be used to provide early warning 

of flood possibility.    

   

May 2017 - The Borough is looking for grant moneys to improve the town. Information on a grant 

for planting trees on public property in the Borough was discussed and an application will be made. An 

updated version of the Borough Master Plan, which had been approved by the Planning/Zoning Board was 

presented to Council.  Work on Ocean Drive is apparently on schedule. About 800,000 cubic yards of sand 

have been placed on-the beach between 8 and 18th Streets. It is expected that the beach fill should be 

completed within about one week. Sand will be transferred through an off-shore pipe line to Stone Harbor 

and some will be used on the beach between 77th and 80th Streets in Avalon. It is likely that in the future 

back-passing from the middle of the beach to the northern end will continue in the future. Council 

approved adjusting the time that alcoholic beverages could be served to coincide  with the time in Stone 

Harbor. The repairs to the Townsend Inlet Bridge were expected to be completed by Memorial Day. (The 

County has since announced that the Bridge will remain closed through Memorial Day. The opening  date 

is uncertain.)    

March 2017 - Large rocks have been removed from the 8th Street jetty. A survey will be carried out 
to determine if other parts of the jetty have been damaged. The area has been fenced off with concrete 
barriers.   

The stipend program that was started in the Fire Company is working very well. Borough residency 

is not a requirement for participation. As a result the response time has improved.   

Council has approved spending $3000 for participation in a common legal defense against COAH.   

It is expected that the beach fill should take about 37 days.   

The Borough wants to improve the Community Rating system from 25 to 30.  

 February 2017 - The Borough is holding weekly meetings with relevant parties involved in the 

forthcoming joint beach-fill. It is hoped that pumping onto Stone Harbor beaches will start the second 

week of February. The new dredge is capable of pumping 50,000 cubic yards of sand per day (about twice 
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the capacity of the older dredges). It is likely that the Avalon project could start in early March. The legal 

challenge to the.Fish and Wildlife ruling about removal of sand from Hereford inlet is continuing.   

Tom Thornton updated Council on the 2017 Ocean Drive Sanitary Sewer Project. There was also 

input on discussions with NJ DOT that are expected to lead to reconstruction of Dune Drive between 77tl1 

and 80th Streets as well as the reconstruction of 39th Street between Dune Drive and Avalon Avenue.   

There was also a discussion on management of a State grant for a State Hazard Mitigation Program 

aimed at Avalon homeowners whose properties have been subjected to repeated flooding   

Plans for expanding the bike paths by having new 5 foot wide paths southbound on First Avenue 

from 8th to 34th Street and northbound from 34th to 7th Street on Avalon Avenue. It is hoped to have the 

project completed in the fall.   

January 2017 - There has been further discussion about the Avalon/Stone harbor beach-fill project. 
A resolution was passed in support of the funding. The contract with the Corps of Engineers has been signed 
and work will start following mobilization of the equipment. Work in Stone Harbor will be done first.  - ---   

Paperwork has been submitted in compliance with the Avalon Floodplain Management Plan. Its 

acceptance by authorities is necessary to maintain, or increase, the discount on flood insurance premiums.   

A presentation has been given on Verizon's DAS (Distributed Antenna Solutions) technology. The 

technology is aimed to eliminate regions of poor cell phone reception in a community. This is done by 

installing a strategic network of low power antennae on the tops of wooden utility poles throughout the 

community to supplement the main high power antennae on the water towers. Early in the presentation 

the speaker stated that many customers were dropping land-line phone service in favor of the wireless 

service. DAS could lead to a phase out of the land-line  service.   

A bid has been received for the sewer upgrade project on Ocean Drive. Council has recommended 

approval and funding of the project. The work must be completed before the planned elevation of Ocean 

Drive can go ahead. The vacancy in Borough Council caused by the resignation of Bill Bums has been filled 

by James Deever. He must stand for election in the May elections.   

December 2016 - John Cuthbert Tom Thornton reported on the 2016 update to the Borough's 

Flood Management Plan. The plan must be submitted to FEMA by the end of2016. FEMA will use it to 

evaluate Avalon's preparedness in the event of flooding and to determine Avalon's CRS rating. The 

Borough currently has a CRS of 5 and would like to obtain the next best score of 4, and hence an increase 

of the flood insurance premium discount.   

Several residents have complained that recent back-passing of sand from the 34th/35th Street 

beaches has resulted in gullies filled with water, severely limiting usable beach area. Council agreed that 

this needs to be addressed in future back-passing operations.   

Stone Harbor and Avalon have agreed to couple their 2017 beach replenishment projects, thereby 

eliminating one mobilization. Plans called for sand to be dredged from Hereford Inlet, however the US 

Fish and Wildlife Agency has ruled that federal funds cannot be used for sand dredged from that  inlet. 

The Borough has instigated a legal challenge to the Agency in the hopes of reversing this ruling. Recently 
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the State of New Jersey has increased its share of the replacement funding. Avalon's final tab will be 

about $769,000. It is expected that the beach fills will be completed before the 2017 summer season.   

November 2016 - The Council learned details of the next phase of the Peermont project rom  

Atlantic City Electric as well as the Borough's planning for a hydraulic beach fill, both to occur in early 

2017. Discussed were plans to increase the beach tag prices by $1.00 and to implement capability to allow 

electronic purchase of beach tags using a smart phone app.   

Council also discussed a proposed ordinance to amend the presently specified flood elevation of  

accessory structures to a dwelling such as swimming pool filters and pumps- that in the future they must 

be at flood elevation plus one foot.   

Tom Thornton reviewed the status of the 8th Street jetty, damaged by storm Jonas. Hydrophonic  

surveys have been completed and corrective action will cost about $1.8 million. The design will take  

about three months to complete. It is believed that reconstruction can begin in September 2017.   

Bids have been received for the 2017, 2018 and 2019 July 4 fireworks displaysThe Council learned 

details of the next phase of the Peermont project rom Atlantic City Electric as well as the Borough's 

planning for a hydraulic beach fill, both to occur in early 2017. Discussed were plans to increase the beach 

tag prices by $1.00 and to implement capability to allow electronic purchase of beach tags using a smart 

phone app.   

Council also discussed a proposed ordinance to amend the presently specified flood elevation of  

accessory structures to a dwelling such as swimming pool filters and pumps- that in the future they must 

be at flood elevation plus one foot.   

Tom Thornton reviewed the status of the 8th Street jetty, damaged by storm Jonas. Hydrophonic  

surveys have been completed and corrective action will cost about $1.8 million. The design will take  

about three months to complete. It is believed that reconstruction can begin in September 2017.   

Bids have been received for the 2017, 2018 and 2019 July 4 fireworks displays  

October 2016 - In a presentation Dr. Stewart Farrell on reviewing his thinking on beach 

nourishment the Borough should consider using the back-passing method rather than hydraulic fills for 

several reasons:   

Winter storms cause beach sand to migrate southward along the coast. Avalon will  benefit in 

that the Townsend Inlet will be well stocked, but also sand accumulates on the beach between 31stt and 

70th Streets.   

Hydraulic beach-fills are becoming very expensive and only three companies have the necessary  

equipment and expertise to carry out such projects.   

The back-passing method is made more difficult by the presence of nesting birds between 48th and 

55th Streets; the fact that there could be a loss of nutrients in the borrow beaches.   

A further detraction of back-passing- concerns the disruption caused by the heavy trucks used to 

transport the sand from the southern beaches (31 st to 70th streets) to the northern beaches (at roughly 7th 

to 26th streets). During the transportation phase, the noise and dangerous conditions caused by the trucks 

seriously detract from the winter beauty of the affected beaches. Some residents have also  complained 
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about ponding in areas where sand has been removed for back-passing, however, it has been shown that 

the ponding is caused by sand being washed ashore from the ocean.   

The Avalon Sea Watch will take place this year.   

The Council is beginning a mitigation discussion with NJ DEP for the Borough's COF site  

September 2016 - Borough Council has authorized an appropriation to undertake a complete 

reassessment of all real property within the Borough. The reassessment will be done in the 2016/2017 tax 

year.   

There has been a review of staffing of the Volunteer Fire Department. Only about 1/3 of the fire 

fighters live in the Borough and there are issues of timeliness of the response especially for nighttime 

calls. The Fire Chief has requested that the present trial program by which a few Volunteers are paid a 

retainer to stay at the Firehouse a few nights a week be continued.   

The Borough is in contact with the Army Corps of Engineers about a federally funded hydraulic 

beach fill to be completed by March 2017. It would be focused on the north end beaches from 8th to 25tl1 

Streets. Avalon would pay 25 of the State 35 share of the costs.  

In response to complaints of residents about trailers of trades people parked-for-extended periods 

on Borough streets. Changes have been proposed to the ordinances to forbid such parking between 

Memorial Day and September 30 except for short term deliveries. It will become effective January 1, 

2017.   

The County plans for raising the pavement of Ocean Drive from 29th to 62nd Streets have been 

disclosed. There was concern about the potential for residential properties being flooded during rain 

storms. The Borough  plans to replace the aging sanitary sewers along Ocean Drive ahead of the 

County project.   

Raking of the beach south of the 44th Street beach path is not being done because of the possible 

presence of a single sea beach amaranth plant.   

July 2016 - The Council has decided to keep the current schedule of meeting times for the next 

year. At a reorganization meeting on July 1 Dr. Nancy Hudanich was appointed Council President to 

succeed Dick Dean.   

Council approved a resolution reaffirming the appropriateness of the acceptance of the Southern 

Pine Beetle Grant in the amount of $24,000. The grant supports the removal of non-indigenous Japanese  

Black Pines in the high dunes and the replacement with indigenous species. 16 -   

  

June 2016 - The new high voltage Peermont substation has been delivering power to the Borough 
for several weeks. As a result the emergency back-up unit in the marina is in the process of being removed.   

The back-pass operation to restore the north end beaches has been completed. 50,000  cubic 

yards of sand was moved from the area between 32nd and 38th Streets.   

There has been a spirited debated as to whether the meeting time for the second monthly Council 

meeting should move from the present 7:00 p.m. starting time. Convening meetings earlier makes it 
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easier for Borough  employees to attend, but harder for residents who work out of town. No decision has 

been made.   

There has been controversy over the removal of Japanese black pines in the high dunes. The 

program was to reduce the effects of the Southern Pine Beetle, which is infesting pine trees in the dunes. 

A study carried out by  qualified NJDEP personnel has confirmed the presence of the beetle and the need 

for the removal of the pines and replacement with indigenous vegetation.   

  

May 2016 - Storm Jonas eroded a significant amount of sand from north-end beaches. A  

remediation plan has been implemented that takes sand from the vicinity of the 38th Street beach and 

transports it to the north end. Work started on April 27th and is expected to be completed by Memorial 

day.   

A bid has been received to resurface the 8th Street tennis courts. It is hoped the work will be 

finished by May 31. The 39th Street courts will be available in case of schedule delays.   

The Borough is optimistic that the - temporary road from the Boulevard to the Avalon CDF will 

become permanent. This would become a major asset for dredging the back bays.   

For 2016 a total of 87 jitney licenses have been approved by the Borough. The Borough Business 
manager initiated a discussion on the propensity of some beach visitors to dig deep holes and then leave 
without filling them in. While some shore communities have ordinances that mitigate this habit it was 
decided not to pursue the matter at  this time.   

The Peermont substation is being energized. The transformer in Bay Park Marina is a back-up. A 

hydraulic beach fill is planned for the fall with no cost to the Borough.   

May 2016 - Storm Jonas eroded a significant amount of sand from north-end beaches. A  

remediation plan has been implemented that takes sand from the vicinity of the 38th Street beach and 

transports it to the north end. Work started on April 27th and is expected to be completed by Memorial 

day.   

A bid has been received to resurface the 8th Street tennis courts. It is hoped the work will be 

finished by May 31. The 39th Street courts will be available in case of schedule delays.   

The Borough is optimistic that the - temporary road from the Boulevard to the Avalon CDF will 

become permanent. This would become a major asset for dredging the back bays.   

For 2016 a total of 87 jitney licenses have been approved by the Borough. The Borough Business 
manager initiated a discussion on the propensity of some beach visitors to dig deep holes and then leave 
without filling them in. While some shore communities have ordinances that mitigate this habit it was 
decided not to pursue the matter at  this time.   

The Peermont substation is being energized. The transformer in Bay Park Marina is a back-up. A  

hydraulic beach fill is planned for the fall with no cost to the Borough.   

  

March 2016 - Norm Gluckman and Nina Ranalli reviewed the activities of the Avalon Free Library 

and the History Center during the past year. Library circulation of physical materials  declined by about 
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4% vs 2014. E-content circulation grew dramatically. The library staff will be watching with interest to 

see what happens when the new Stone Harbor library opens.   

The History Center is making a determined effort to grow its programs. The staff has been asked to 

study how the Borough might use the old library at 26th Street.  

 The Borough Engineer (Tom Thornton) updated plans for the back-pass operation on the beach.  

The Borough is exploring the possibility of getting permission to make permanent the current temporary 

road out to the Macchia Island CDF site. This would greatly aid in keeping local waterways dredged  and 

navigable.   

February 2016 - The new owner of the Golden Inn has plans to renovate the building as an upscale 

facility. The contract with Bayshore Landscaping has been renewed. There will be no significant change in 

the protected beaches in 2016. Resurfacing of the 281h Street parking lot will be finished in late spring.   

Borough Council has approved the   

Community Forestry Management Plan for submission to the New Jersey Forestry  Commission.   

Atlantic City Electric is in the process of loading two tons of oil into the transformers in the new 

substation.  

January 2016 - Borough Council had voted to support the New Jersey bills that prevent turtles from 

being harvested and sold to Asian countries as a food item.  

There was a discussion on animal control within the Borough.  It was felt that the person involved 

was doing a good job and it would be recommended that the contract be renewed.  

December 2015 – A presentation on the Flood Plain Management Plan was made by the Borough 

Engineer. A member of the public expressed a concern about enforcement of regulations on the 

construction of swimming pools and non- compliance with ordinances. Councilman Burns stated that 

zoning issues regarding pools appear to have been missed in several cases. These mistakes must be 

corrected.   

November 2015 - Frank Short reported that the pool regulation was passed. Sediment control bags 

will be required in order to filter discharge water prior to discharge off-site.   

The Flood Plain Management Plan is being reviewed in an effort to raise the Avalon rate from #5 to 

#6.   

At the AHLOA meeting a concern was expressed about enforcement of regulations regarding 

construction sites, e.g. dumpsters, etc. Potential violations should be reported to Paul Short. Avalon Code 

Enforcement Officer.   

October 2015 - At the Sept 23 meeting, Assistant Business Administrator James Waldron brought 

Council up to date on the Borough’s efforts to rework Chapter 20 that covers the construction of private 

swimming pools. In particular, the Borough is attempting to modify those sections relating to the 

permitted duration of construction and the treatment of byproducts of the dewatering process. Residents 

have previously complained about aspects of these items. The Borough has met with several pool 

constructions companies to learn their perspectives. It is proving difficult to define a workable Ordinance. 

They hope to have a new draft Ordinance ready soon.  
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Business Administrator Scott Wahl reported on: the start of Phase 2 of the back bay dredging 

project; the need for a short power outage in early October to cut over to the new Piermont power 

substation; plans to begin work on the reconstruction of the 28th Street Parking Lot on the day after  

Columbus Day; and early planning of a Bike Path in conjunction with the County  

September 2015 - The upcoming Atlantic City Electric program regarding rebuilding the sub-station 

on 601h/61st Streets and the new poles and lines on Ocean Drive from Avalon Boulevard to Stone Harbor 

has taken up most time. The metal poles will have a grounding wire for lightning strikes. Visit 

ahloa.com/Home for the ACE report given in August.  

A task force has been set up to respond to residential complaints on  pool 

construction, notably sediment containment and also the length of time it was taking to  

construct some pools.   

July 2015 - This report covers two Council Meetings held on June 24 and July 8, 2015.    

1. Council voted to change Council Meeting times and henceforth to convene the first 

meeting of each month at 4pm. The second meeting of each month will remain at 7pm. Martha Wright 

and the writer spoke against the change   

2. Safety concerns have surfaced regarding the interaction of traffic and pedestrians at 80th 

Street. Council voted to authorize a traffic calming design study by Avalon Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott 

MacDonald (HMD). Stone Harbor agrees and is on board.   

3. The Borough is aiming to improve its methodology for deciding which streets will be 

repaved   

4. Council authorized HMD to perform an engineering design service for replacing Public 

Works’ aging emergency generator. The present 200 kW generator is becoming unreliable.   The new 

generator will have a 500kW capacity.  

5. The 2009 Dune Management plan is due to expire in August. Due to many complexities, 

Lomax Consulting may ask for an extension.   

6. Resident Frank Wellock of 126 16th street complained about swimming pool installation 

contractors, who routinely deposit sand laden water from their dewatering process onto Borough Streets. 

He stated that he had drawn Council’s attention to this undesirable practice several years ago. Council 

agreed they had “dropped the ball” and will restart the investigation.  

7. John McCorristin was appointed a Trustee of the Avalon Free Public Library.  

8. Ed Dean is replacing the mayor as Avalon’s Emergency Management Coordinator  

8.  David Ellenberg announced his resignation as an Avalon Borough Councilor.  

June 2015 - Avalon’s consultant on beach matters, Dr. Stewart Farrell, informed the Council that 

he predicted the large beach fill in Sea Isle City would have a significant effect on the contents of Avalon’s 

traditional borrow site in Townsends Inlet.  He recommended that the Borough accept the contour 

surveys of the Avalon beaches that will be done by the contractor after the forthcoming beach fill so that 

the Farrell team will be able to monitor sand accretion in Townsends Inlet.  The Army Corps of Engineers 
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estimates there are about 400 million cubic yards of minable sand within 2 miles of the local beaches and 

about 800 million cubic yards beyond the 3 mile limit.  This could be used in future beach fills.  

Revisions to the Avalon Beach Management Plan prepared by the Lomax Consulting Group in 

conjunction with the Environmental Commission have been presented to Borough Council.  One of the 

items in the revised plan calls for a reduction in the negative impacts on the Borough’s ability to maintain 

the beaches for the public’s enjoyment by removing the area at the north end that had been mandated 

for protection of nesting birds, but where no birds have nested for a number of years.  

Avalon has been informed that the new beach fill will have to be monitored for munitions and 

explosives.  Other steps will have to be taken to ensure that no materials of this nature have been missed.  

It is expected that the beach fill will start around June 20.  

A contractor has been identified for reconstruction of the 28th Street parking lot Work will start 

after the Sea Food Festival in October.  

May 2015 - At the April 8 meeting Council agreed to have an emergency water agreement with 

Stone Harbor. The beach fill between 8th and 26th Streets will be completed before June 29. The Borough 

will accept credit cards in payment of certain charges. It has been reported that the Borough is having  a 

problem getting rid of surplus equipment.   

Six bids have been obtained for the beach nourishment at the north end.  

Mar 2015 - There was a report by the Lomax group on the vine removal at Armacost Park. There 

was little collateral damage. There have been complaints by a few residents about work being done in the 

Park.   

Six bids have been obtained for the beach nourishment at the north end.   

Feb 2015 - Mike Matt reported that the new Recreation Director, Chuck McDonnell was 

introduced.   

The language for lifeguard compensation was changed so that a guard could not leave early  

without justification and still retain a bonus.  

 Improvements to Armacost Park were approved. In two acres of the north east corner of the park 

tree killing vines will be cut and native flora planted as needed. $80,000 has been authorized for street 

repair. A $12 million bond issue has been approved for dredging. It is hoped to get the State to contribute 

some of the cost. The tennis courts at 39th Street are to be resurfaced.   

The Garden Club Yard Sale was approved for May.   

Atlantic City Electric will start to improve the Peermont sub-station this spring. Work will be  

discontinued in the summer, and restarted in the fall  

Jan 2015 - Council discussed a digital map that would be submitted to NJ DEP regarding public 

access to the beaches and the bay. Access for kayaks on Avalon Boulevard is overgrown and needs to be 

taken care of. The tennis courts at 39th Street are to be resurfaced. The contract for Animal Control is 

being renewed. Video conferencing is being shared with Middle Township when the court is in session.  
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 Regarding the Kayak Park, 118 property owners were on the waiting list for spaces in 2014. A 

lottery will be used to allocate spaces in 2015. An ordinance to this effect will be introduced.  

December 2015 – no report  

November 2014 - The back bay dredging was the main topic at the October 22 Council meeting. It 

will start now but will have to stop by December 3 I because of the winter flounder. Dredging will be to a 

depth of 6 feet below mean low water. There will be a $300 fee to dock owners for survey and inspection 

of the dock. They will be able to use the borough permits but will have to work with the contractor to get 

the work done.   

Beach tags will increase from $26 to $27 in 2015. Those purchased before Memorial Day will  
increase from $21 to $22. These rates are the same as in Stone Harbor so the tags will be accepted on 
both beaches.   

October 2014 - Council has discussed changes to the Noise Ordinance such as the frequency of 

monitoring and when citations should be issued. The Dune Protection Ordinance has been reviewed and 

there have been discussions on the Rental Ordinance. The Borough's fees for rental properties will be 

increased in 2016  

The curfew for under 18's has been discussed.  

Trick or Treat at Halloween will be held in the Recreation center Parking lot.  

Dredging will start in Princeton harbor in late October. Individuals will have to contact the dredging 

contractor to have the slips deepened. The contract will last three years because of restriction imposed by 

US Fish and Wildlife which require dredging to stop by December 31. Dredging could be resumed in June, 

however, the Borough does not want dredging to occur during the summer months.  

September 2014 – No report  

July 2014 - The President indicated there has been much discussion about road closures during 

construction operations. The Avalon Chamber of Commerce has renewed its lease. There will be a 

meeting of stakeholders on retaining sand on the northern beaches. There was discussion on the removal 

of vines from trees in Armacost Park. Emergency power has been supplied to the emergency pumps at 

22nd Street to facilitate the removal of rain water.  

June 2014 - The Borough has purchased a 20 foot Zodiac watercraft for the Police Department.  

Removal of dirt from Macchia Island will end soon. The back-bay dredging project will start around  

October 14  

May 2014 - There was discussion at Council about the proposed change to the Construction code 

that would require bulkheads to be 8 feet above mean low water. These concerns included Heavy run off 

after rains would channel water into lots that have not raised bulkheads. Bulkheads have swimming pools 

flush with the bulkhead and would have high fences.  

March 2014 - The Borough expects to complete an application for a loan from the NJ 

Environmental Infrastructure Trust for the back bay dredging project.  

The Borough has applied for a grant from Cape May County Open Space and farmland  
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Preservation Program for reconstruction of the 39th Street recreation area. A decision is expected from 

the Freeholders by the end of March.  

There has been extensive discussion of amendments to regulations regarding kayak storage at 

57th Street. Kayak registration would be for Avalon property owners or long term (3-month) renters only 

with a limit of two per property.  

The Borough received comments on Resort Housing It is expected that an ordinance controlling 

them will be enacted by the end of March.  

February 2014  - Avalon has signed a shared services contract for animal control with Sea Isle City 

and Stone Harbor.  

Channel 2 public service channel will be transferred to Channel 97.  

The new ordinance on Resort Housing will be presented for reading at the February 12 Council 

meeting.   

January 2014 - Another beach fill using the back-passing process will be carried out in 2014. About  

50.000 cubic yards of sand will be moved at a cost of $350,000. The project should be complete in April.  

Bond issues have been approved for the 39th Street Park ($390,000) and for the beach fill  

December 2013 - John Cuthbert reported on the planned Shared Services Agreement between 

Avalon, Stone Harbor and Cape May County. Under the agreement Avalon will coordinate requests from 

both communities on 7-Mile Island for police services. Requests for fire and ambulance services will be 

coordinated by the County. Questions have been asked whether involving the County in fire and 

ambulance requests will result in a delay in the response.  

The Borough pays for dredging the channels. From this report it is uncertain how property owners 

with docks will be able to participate with getting docks cleaned out.  

November 2013 – no report  

October 2013 - There has been discussion at Borough Council about the wildlife trail at 44th/48th 

Street beach paths.  

There was a report on the mayor's meeting in Washington regarding Emergency Preparation.  

Borough Council is preparing the draft of an ordinance on the Resort House issue. Many comments 

have been received on the subject.  

No reports for June July, August, September  

May 2013 - Council has authorized a groin field study to stabilize beaches and to lengthen the time 

between beach fills.  It is proposed that several rock walls be installed between 8th and 30th Streets, 

some possibly in the shape of a T.  The groins could extend as far out as the end of the Fishing Pier.  

Jitney service has been sanctioned in Sea Isle City, and Seven Mile Beach.   

March 2013 - At the February 27 Work Session there was a report on Advisory Base Flood 

Elevations Maps: The concern before Council was over the extent to which FEMA's V-Zone boundaries 

extend into Avalon's residential areas adjacent or close to the back bays. If these boundaries are retained 
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in the preliminary and final maps, this could mean hardships for residents in the form of onerous flood 

insurance premiums, and/or unpalatable construction requirements to mitigate against high premiums.  

Working with Dr Stewart Farrell, Coastal Research Center and Borough Engineer Tom Thornton, 

the Borough's plan is to challenge the science behind the maps as drawn, on two accounts. First, it turns 

out that the present maps were generated using modeling that only included still water. Modeling which 

also includes wave action is expected soon.  

Tom Thornton gave a persuasive qualitative argument against the likelihood of the present V-zone 

being retained. He made the point that to generate a 3 ft wave requires a depth of so-called "still water" 

of at least 5 ft over a fetch of several kilometers. This depth and fetch was indeed achieved in several 

regions during Sandy but has a low probability of occurrence. To generate such a surge requires that the 

wind must be a prolonged easterly. But Tom points out that an easterly wind will not generate 3 ft waves 

travelling westward into Avalon's west facing properties.  

Conversely, strong winds from the West would not generate damaging 3 ft waves because the still 

water level would be depressed.  

The Borough proposes to argue along these lines in meetings with FEMA's top management in 

Washington, in the expectation that Avalon's V-zones can and will be changed. Dr. Farrell's Stockton 

Center will represent Avalon.  

It should be emphasized that the present maps only incorporate accurate modeling of the still 

water elevations. They do not incorporate proper modeling of wave generation. It was not made clear 

how FEMA will include wave action.  

The 2013 Budget was introduced  

February 2013 - The President reported the Council had approved a right of way to the Adams 

property on 40th Street. There has been discussion about a summer jitney service in Avalon/Stone 

Harbor.  

January 2013 - The President reported on the comments made by Mr. Krafczek regarding his 

property on 48th Street, and the response made on behalf of property owners in the area.  

A summary was given of the report by Windward Environmental on the studies in Armacost Park. 
Physical, biological surveys have been completed as have vegetation pilot studies, a wetlands' delineation 
and hydrology studies.  

There was a presentation at the January 9 meeting by CUC energy consultants about switching 

electric supply in the Borough. They are trying to get municipalities to switch en bloc in order to get the 

best rates. AHLOA will review the possibility of having them give a presentation at the Community 

Connections program in April.  


